
WALKERBURN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Forestry and Land Scotland - Management Plan for West Bold, Walkerburn 

(Some Points for consideration and protest) 
 
If you enjoy the present views across the river to the green fields beyond, with their cattle and 
sheep peacefully grazing, it is important that all residents should be aware of plans to cover these 
hills to the south of Walkerburn with densely planted commercial forestry.   
Forestry and Land Scotland (the commercial arm of the recently reformed Forest Enterprise 
Scotland) are under pressure from the Scottish Government to increase commercial forestry 
planting throughout the country and the Borders region is a major target for their expansion. 
 
There is concern that this plan will be carried out to maximise commercial profits, regardless of 
how local communities are affected.  Because there was insufficient information available to fairly 
assess the West Bold Plan the Community Council requested a public meeting in the village hall 
so that all residents could participate and express their views. 
Arrangements were made for this meeting to be held at the end of April, but it had to be cancelled 
because of the Covid-19 restrictions.  The Community Council are anxious that this public 
consultation should still place as soon as restrictions are lifted.  However, the impression given by 
Forestry and Land Scotland is that the plans set out below are considered to be final and that 
initial work could start even as early as September of this year.   
If that happens, it is extremely unlikely that the plan will be abandoned, even if it is subsequently 
proven to be flawed.  The Scottish Government are pushing for increased forestry development 
and are unlikely to support any move to oppose any forestry scheme at that late stage. 
 
Full details of the plans for West Bold are available on the internet as follows: 
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/planning/consultations/west-bold-land-management-
plan  
 
These plans purport to be fully researched and accurate, and a superficial reading of them gives 
the favourable impression that they have been set out to uphold several important issues, such as 
preventing climate change, preserving wildlife habitat and providing local employment.  However, 
they are not as accurate as they make out and the artist’s impressions of what the hills will look 
like after planting are more imaginative than factual.  Therefore, as many residents as possible 
should oppose this scheme. 
 
Matters of Concern: 
This land has always been in continuous farming use.  Disquiet centres around four main points: 
 
1)  Visual Impact for the Village of Walkerburn and in this part of the Tweed Valley. 
Walkerburn village was built to deliberately face south to Shiel Craig for the view and to gain 
maximum light for health.  Planting conifers to darken these slopes contradicts these ideals. 
The scenic value of this part of the valley, which is particularly attractive both to residents, and to 
visitors who are not engaged in mountain biking, is immense. 
The proposed planting scheme for all the West Bold hill ground is being presented as ‘designed’, 
but the result will be that dark green conifers (which can grow as high as 80 feet) will dominate 
the hills facing the village.   
The main area of conifer planting is on steep slopes directly confronting the village and the effect 
will be one of unrelieved dark green commercial forestry dominating the entire valley.   
It is clearly wrong for the plan to describe it as “being sensitive to the existing landscape 
character’” or “maintaining the existing local valley aesthetics” when, in effect, the character of that 
whole area will be permanently ruined.   
The small areas of broadleaf planting envisaged in the plan would be effectively invisible to most 
of the village.   
 
2)  The effect of the Plan on Wildlife and local Bio-diversity. 

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/planning/consultations/west-bold-land-management-plan
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Over the past 30 years the land has been grazed by sheep and cattle with low stocking levels.  

Since 2001, government grants have assisted local farms to become organic, restore old dykes, 

plant hedges and small woods, develop wetland areas and ponds, and maintain species rich and 

herb rich grassland with grazing restricted seasonally.  This will be affected.  No shooting or 

fishing has been permitted. 

Because the open land is surrounded on three sides by blanket conifer forest this has made its 

wildlife and landscape value even more significant.   

There is ample evidence that organic grassland, properly managed to allow sheep and cattle to 
graze in rotation, provides a carbon net gain and improves bio-diversity to a far greater extent than 
conifer planting.   
Despite talk of bio-diversity, the planting will destroy breeding and feeding grounds for a number of 
endangered species, such as curlew and lapwing.  In fact, the bio-diversity of the whole valley will 
suffer.  We need to look after invertebrates and insects – dykes and hedges are better than 
blanket conifers for this.  It is difficult to see how planting tree species which will inhibit the current 
wildlife bio-diversity on this upland farm ground can possibly be ‘right’. 
It is also worth noting that, as carbon sequestration is required to meet net-zero emissions in 
agriculture, managed grasslands in Scotland actually hold over 170 million tonnes of carbon.  It is 
just as important to maintain existing stores of carbon as it is to establish new stores.  If, however, 
well managed grassland is disturbed by commercial tree planting it can release more carbon into 
the atmosphere than will be sequestered by the trees.  Simply planting trees does not equate to a 
net lowering of carbon in the atmosphere 
 

3)  Tree Species. 
There is insufficient information on proposed planting in terms of species.  It appears that this is 
purely a commercial enterprise to plant intensively on as much of this ground as possible and to 
assume that a small fringe of deciduous trees will hide the conifers behind.   
It is important that tree planting takes place following the widely accepted principles of the right 
tree, in the right place, for the right reason.   
Many experts believe that block planting of Sitka or European Fir is not sensible and that more 
than two species should be planted in any block for disease resistance.  This needs to be 
discussed.  The proposed tree species mentioned are of concern in terms of carbon capture, 
disease resistance and wildlife habitat.   
Nobody denies that trees are good for the environment, or that forests harbour much of the world’s 
bio-diversity.  However, there is growing agreement that, although we should still use tree planting 
as an emergency measure until we can cut emissions, we need to be more careful about species 
selection and about the consequences of changing land use, especially if the land is being 
farmed organically and already providing a high level of carbon capture. 
Many scientists believe that commercial spruce planting has actually increased global warming.   
 
4)  The effect of the Plan on the local economy: 
The two local farms will be adversely impacted financially by the loss of grazing land and there will 
be a likely loss of some permanent employment. 
This land is actively managed for small organic dairy, beef and sheep farming.  It maintains a 
varied environment – dykes, species rich grassland, good grazing rotation, tree and hedge 
planting.    We need this type of farming: which helps with carbon capture, is good for all species 
and cuts our food imports.   
It should be noted that FLS will still get an income from the tenant if there is no planting. 
 
Conclusion: 
We are not asking for much: merely a pause to allow the local people to have a proper dialogue 
with FLS.  In this area, many households do not have internet access and cannot afford mobile 
phone plans with large amounts of data. FLS’s suggestion that we have a ‘virtual’ (zoom) 
consultation is totally unacceptable. 



It will be appalling if a plan, which will have such an impact on the area, is rushed through without 
giving the people affected a chance to discuss it, or for these objections to be properly considered. 
This is why Walkerburn and District Community Council is strongly of the opinion that the West 
Bold hill land should not be planted on at all, but should continue to be managed as at present.  
Grazing cattle and sheep on our hills and uplands has a positive impact on bio-diversity, 
conservation and Scotland’s iconic landscape scenery.  It is good for the village and for visitors 
and also helps feed the nation. 
This current project is driven by finance and by targets set by people with no in-depth 
knowledge of our area.   
 
We are asking residents to support us.  Read the notes, share this with your friends and please 
consider objecting to it by emailing or writing to: 
 
 
Political Representatives: 
 
david@davidmundell.com  
 
Christine.Grahame.msp@parliament.scot  
 
claudia.beamish.msp@parliament.scot  
 
michelle.ballantyne.msp@parliament.scot  
 
 and to: 
 
Tom.Harvey@forestryandland.gov.scot (Tom Harvey, Forestry and Land Scotland, Ae Office, 
Parkgate DG1 1QB).   
 
Also to Hilary Scott at Peeblesshire News: 
 
hilaryjournalist@gmail.com  
 
 
Please note: we have been asked to request that e-mail representation is used as the 
preferred method of corresponding. 
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