
What a strange Spring it’s been this year with lockdown, One benefit with less road and air traffic 

has been the ability to clearly hear birdsong and it’s been a delight. We’ve had some successful nests 

nearby. The oystercatchers we were keeping an eye on managed to successfully fledge 3 chicks, 

despite being bothered by crows and jackdaws. We had a female greater spotted woodpecker bring 

two of her young to the garden feeders but their flying skills still needed improvement. Two broods 

of blue tits, one family of great tits and two blackbird families, so Spring was still a success for some 

species. The parents ‘park’ their young birds nearby then feed them before encouraging them to 

‘have a go’. Two of the young great tits have very little colour yet and are almost monochrome but 

all the markings are there and they act like young birds all the same. All the young birds are fluffy 

and some of the adults look positively worse for wear, particularly the blue tits. It’ll be very different 

at the end of summer when they have their new feathers too. A bird visitor we don’t usually have at 

this time of year is the siskin but we’ve had a male visit recently and its colours are strikingly bright. 

They’re usually up in the Forest in summer and we just really see them in the winter time. 

We’re still bothered by rabbits finding their way into the garden, some very small which I can 

understand but others quite large and we can’t figure out where they’re getting in. We’ll just have to 

keep chasing them out – keep us on our toes. We have quite a few hares nearby, I have been told 

and they don’t burrow or eat my flowers! Fortunately our veg plants are in raised beds so I’m 

hopeful that we will have broccoli, cauliflowers and courgettes later in the season. I’ve netted them 

off from pigeons and butterflies so fingers crossed. 

We’ve noticed lots of moths, as well as butterflies and so we have lots of bat activity at night. White 

flowers tend to glow at night in the lights (moon, security or solar) and some of these are good for 

moths especially honeysuckles which smell their best in the evenings too so are great climbers or 

shrubs to include in a wildlife garden. 

Enjoy the wild life in your garden especially while things are still relatively quiet. Sit in the evening 

light and enjoy it along with a long cool drink. A perfect summer night at home. 


