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SEASON’S GREETINGS 
Here’s an example of a cracker joke unearthed at the Walkerburn Pensioners’ Association recent Christmas 
dinner: “Why is it so cold at Christmas?”  – “Because it's in Decembrrrr!” 
The months have flown by and the cold winter weather is 
with us as this last edition of 2019 is distributed.  We again 
thank all our readers, our contributors, advertisers, 
sponsors, delivery helpers and ‘backroom staff’ who help to 
bring your newsletter to you each month.  We do not get 
any grants and have to be self-financing, so all the support 
we have been getting for nearly the past 20 years has 
been so very welcome. 
As ever, the past year has been one of mixed blessings; 
many happy but also some sad.  As the endless days of 

political argument cease to reverberate for a while, we 
hope everyone in Walkerburn will have a very enjoyable 
and peaceful Christmas.  We wish you all the very best and 
will welcome you back in 2020 with our February edition.   
Finally, for those of you who are still looking to buy 
Christmas presents, here’s a cracker of a solution: 
“Why is a broken drum an excellent Christmas present?” – 
“Because you can't beat it! 
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

WALKERBURN VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION 
The Association held its Annual General Meeting on 3rd December 2019. 
We had a successful year and are in a good position 
financially. Allin Hoggarth, President, thanked the 
Committee and volunteers for all their hard work towards 
the Coffee Morning and the Show. The date of this year's 
show is Saturday 12th September and our Coffee Morning 
and Plant Sale on 16th May. Put the dates in your new 
2020 diaries. We made some changes to the schedule and 
will be giving some financial support to the Walkerburn 
Community Development Trust. 

We agreed that Mr Eric Pearce who joined WVA in 1958 
and has served on the Committee, has been Secretary, 
Vice President and President over sixty one years is to 
become Honorary President of Walkerburn Vegetable 
Association. His wife, Mrs Mae Pearce and Mr William 
Sommerville (Bill) both become Honorary Members as a 
thank you for their long service. 
Thanks to the people of Walkerburn and surrounding area 
for their continued support which is much appreciated. 

Irene Cotter (Secretary) 
 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL VACANCY 
There is a vacancy on the Community Council which may be filled on a temporary basis until the next election.  In the 

meantime, if anyone wishes to be considered for the temporary vacancy, please contact the Secretary, Lesley 
Thornton, 35 Peebles Road, Walkerburn. (Tel: 01896-870251) for an application form. 

An election for the vacant post and the rotational posts will be held next year and will be publicised in Burning 
Issues and The Peeblesshire News. 

 

Thank You Walkerburn from Poppy Scotland and the Gurkha Welfare Trust 
Walkerburn raised a total of £138.54 for the 2019 Poppy Scotland Appeal.  The breakdown was as follows:  Caberston 

Cafe £47.65, Post Office £66.04 and  HB Club £24.85.   
Thank you to everyone who displayed a tin and many, many thanks to all who gave a donation. 

Nigel Rowe at The Gurkha Welfare Trust has also written to say “Many thanks to the generous people of 
Walkerburn for their donation of £120 which was collected at the Community Lunch on Remembrance Sunday”. 

 

WALKERBURN BOWLING CLUB BURNS NIGHT 
Venue: Bowling Club, Station Road, Walkerburn. SATURDAY 25th JANUARY - 7.00pm 

Free dram of whisky with your haggis.  Excellent Raffle Prizes.  BYOB. Tickets £15 per person. 
“Come and Enjoy a good night out! 

 

WALKERBURN CALENDARS GOING FAST – DON’T MISS OUT! 
The Walkerburn calendar is on sale at the Caberston Cafe and in the village shop.   

They’re selling fast and it’s a limited run, so if you want one make sure you buy one soon.   
Just £5 and the money goes to the work of the Development Trust. 

 

BURNing Issues Contributors 
Please submit articles, letters and any other material for inclusion in the February issue by the last day of January. 

Thank you. 



 

 
WILLIAM KENYON 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
All interior, exterior and floor tiling work 

undertaken to the highest standard. 

Telephone/Fax 01896 870757 

Walkerburn Rugby Club 
 

 
Open for Birthdays and other Social 

events. 
For bookings please contact the 

Secretary at 
secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk 

Latest news on Facebook: 
Walkerburn RFC 

“Would You Like To Improve The Way 
You Feel?” 

TWEED THERAPY CENTRE 
(Est. 1994) 

(Free Consultation) 

 
HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 
Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM 

Walkerburn EH43 6AF 
01896-870440 or 07771934965 

tweedtherapy@aol.com 

Walkerburn Bowls and Petanque 
Over the winter months, the Monday afternoon friendly ‘Bowls’ sessions will become ‘Boules’ 
whenever conditions allow!   
This will be in addition to the regular all-
year round games that the full-times 
‘Boulieres’ (if that is the term?) turn out 
for every Friday afternoon.  The Monday 

teas may not be able to compete with the well organised 
caterers among the Boules players, but the welcome will 
still be as warm – whatever the weather throws at us.  
Everyone is welcome to join in on weekly Mondays at 
1.00pm, or occasionally if that suits better. 
Sadly, we learnt that Charlie, our beloved Pétanque player 
from Galashiels, died suddenly.  He had latterly not been at 
all well, but was still joining in with us until very recently. It 
comes as a great shock and we all pay tribute to a very 
kind and friendly man. 
Following the recent successful and enjoyable ‘Quingo’ 
quiz night held in the clubhouse, we will be keeping the 
social side going with occasional evening events in the 
clubhouse. 

There will be an entertaining Burns Night dinner on 
Saturday 25th January at 7.00pm.  Tickets £15 per person 
(to include a free dram of whisky with your haggis!).  
Excellent Raffle prizes.  B.Y.O.B. 
The A.G.M. will be held in the clubhouse on Sunday, 12th 
January, 2.00 pm. 
As another year draws to a close, the Committee would 
again like to thank everyone who helped make the past 
season a success.  To our members, sponsors, workers 
and many varied people who have have supported us in 
any way. “Season’s greetings and thank you all so much”. 
For enquiries, please contact Secretary, Bruce McAlister 
on 01896-870620: brucemacalister@hotmail.com 
Or: George Thornton on 01896-870251:  e-mail: 
geoles2@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Upper Caberston Fishing Season 
Traditionally, the Autumn season begins with the traditional opening day toast "May your glass be 
always full and your net filled with silver".   
Thankfully, the 2019 season has been a lot 
better than the very difficult past couple of 
years.   
The salmon are now arriving earlier and 
the September-October months were 
much the best before the season tailed 

away in November. 
As usual, the beat itself was in splendid condition and 

fishermen agree that it is a most delightful beat.  The same 
also goes for the comfortable fishing hut and the excellent 
hospitality. 
We all hope for better water next year and a continued 
improvement in the number of fish coming up from the 
lower beats.  And, finally, we wish all who came here to fish 
all the best for even better times next year. 

A Gentle Reminder! Dog Poo Bags Not to be Taken in Quantity! 
Volunteers who had placed dog litter bags at various strategic points in and around the village are concerned that dog 
walkers are taking unfair advantage of this by removing several bags at a time.  This service is intended for occasional 
use, not as a substitute for people bringing their own bags, and not for wholesale removal.  Please, only take one bag. 

 

WALKERBURN COMMUNITY CRAFT CENTRE   
‘CRAFTS4U’ 

Tuesday:  1.00pm- 4.00pm (Quilting). 
Wednesday:  (Your Choice) 7.00pm-9.00pm. 

Thursday:  Class in knitting and crochet for beginners and more experienced people 2.00pm-4.00pm. 
Friday:  1.00 pm – 4.00pm (Craft-for-Club) 

Cost: Members £1.00 per hour, Non Members £1.50 per hour. 
Because of the continuing success of the Club, Membership now costs £20.00 per calendar year and allows you access 

to the cabin at all times and Social Membership is £5.00 per calendar year. 
Newcomers always given a warm welcome. Any queries, please contact Jenni Brown on 01896 833883. 

 

mailto:brucemacalister@hotmail.com
mailto:geoles2@tiscali.co.uk


Walkerburn Pensioners Association 
Walkerburn Pensioners and friends enjoyed their outing to the pantomime, Goldilocks and the Three Bears in the 
Kings Theatre last week. 
It was entertaining, colourful, loud, smoky and most 
enjoyable with a different setting for a pantomime. 
Afterwards we had a lovely meal in the Union Club 
Innerleithen, and would like to thank Rebecca Silk and her 
team for providing this. Thanks to everyone who supported 
us and also those who donated raffle prizes. We hope 
everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Our first meeting of the New Year will be held on Tuesday 

14th January at 2pm in the Caberston Coffee Shop in 
Walkerburn, and thereafter meetings will be held in the 
Village Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 
Many thanks for everyone's support during the past year, 
best wishes to all from Mary & Anne. 
If you would like any further information on any of our 
activities, please contact Mary or Anne on the above 
numbers. 

 

X62 Late Night Bus Service 
The X62 is a commercial route and isn’t subsidised and as such, the route has to pay its way.   
However, the need for a late-night service is currently 
under discussion by SBC and local community councils 
and transport providers.   
Clovenfords are looking at a contracted taxi service for 
between 7 and 14 people depending on the scale of the 
demand.  It is hoped that the council would assist with it 
and (say every Thursday or Friday night) people would 

phone in to book their place on the taxi.   
Clovenfords intend to confirm the demand for this service 
over the next month or so.  It could possibly be extended to 
Walkerburn and Innerleithen. 
Innerleithen Community Councils will also confirm that 
there’s a demand from the town whether to come back 
from Peebles or Gala or both. 

 

NATIONAL LOTTERY 25 
The Walkerburn Community Development Trust has put in an entry to the fund celebrating 25 years of the National 

Lottery.  If we are successful in the draw, we want to run an event in the Hall to bring the community together for lunch 
and to showcase all the different groups in the village so people can learn more about what’s available and how to get 

involved.  More information later once we know if we’ve been successful at the end of January. 

 

Carols Round Walkerburn 
Sunday 22nd December:  meet at ‘Bellenden House’, Caberston Avenue, or  the Tweedholm Avenue circle  at 5.00pm - 

arriving at Caberston Coffee Shop for 6.00pm (or just join us there! ). 

 

Walkerburn Church Guild - Advance notice of forthcoming meetings 
Tuesday 21st January– ‘Interesting Books and Bible Stories’ – Stuart and Bill Harvey music. 

Tuesday 25th February Open Meeting – Talk on Cashmere – Colin Grahame, Tuesday 24th March 2020 – A.G.M. 

 

Is Your Wrapping Paper Recyclable? 
For those of our readers who have internet access, the BBC website carried a very informative short article which was 

filmed at a recycling station.  Please click on the following link to access it. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07wzvy1 

 

December Wildside 
November was quite a quiet month both weather and wildlife wise. 
Weather wise thankfully. It has been very frosty and we’ve 
had some freezing fog but we haven’t had floods or 
snowstorms so we can be thankful for small mercies. The 
birds have been using all the feeders well and we’ve had to 
order more nuts and seeds. The suet pellets and black 
sunflower seeds have also been very popular. My 
sunflower seed feeder is quite large and needs refilling just 
about every day. 

As I’ve said before we never used to get nuthatches 

here but this last week 

we’ve had two visit. Our 

local species is the Eurasian 

Nuthatch which can be 

found from Scotland, across 

Russia, to Japan. They can demolish bird nuts very 

quickly and they seem to be partial to sunflower seeds 

too. When they are on the feeder, they are in charge! 

Other birds give them a wide berth, even great tits 

which are the normal ‘bosses’. They make very short 

work of extracting a peanut but they have very fine 

sharp beaks and being able to go up and down trees as 

they do, are very manoeuvrable on the feeders. They 

look very smart in their steely grey/blue and peachy 

orange plumage with that very distinctive black eye 

stripe. They have been my favourite woodland bird 

for many years and I’m thrilled that they visit my 

garden. We’re also thrilled that the greater spotted 

woodpecker has been back although just a couple of 

times lately. November saw a few large skeins of 

geese flying over, heading to the coast no doubt where 

winter is that bit milder or late departures of summer 

visitors. In the evenings, tawny owls have been very 

vocal and I’ve heard and seen groups of winter 

thrushes i.e. redwings and fieldfares which have quite 

a harsh ‘craking’ call, but as yet no waxwings. There’s 

time yet and anyway, I always have my regulars to 

look after. That’s what I will be doing over the next 

few months - making sure there’s ‘liquid’ water and 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07wzvy1


adequate food available. The great thing is, you can 

stay in the cosy and watch the garden birds so it pays 

to look after them. Have a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year whether you spend it inside or out. If you’re 

out, keep a look out for mute swans on the Tweed. I 

noticed one recently floating along serenely even 

when quite a large fish leapt out of the water beside it. 

You just never know what you’re going to see. 

Wonder if he thought that too? 

 

WALKERBURN PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

News from the Nursery 
This month has been very busy in Nursery. The children enjoyed their walks in the park, which gave them plenty 
of opportunities to observe changes taking place in nature. 
We have collected leaves and talked about animals that 
live in the woods around us and the children painted 
pictures with beautiful autumn colours. They have been 
very busy in the Art area with model building from 
cardboard boxes and other materials. One of the favourite 
story’s this term has been the ‘Gingerbread Man’ and the 
children have been playing a Maths game which contains 
gingerbread characters. This has given them the 
opportunity to learn Maths concepts, such as size, pattern, 
sequence, matching and sorting whilst having fun. They 
have also really enjoyed decorating and making 
gingerbread biscuit houses. We have continued to enjoy 
our time with the P1-3s doing yoga and we joined them 
again for Scottish Book Week when we listened live to the 
Gruffalo in Scots and in Gaelic. Following on from this we 
spent time together doing Gruffalo art activities, making 
masks and drawing. This month we have been thinking 
about what foods are healthy and what are not. We have 
been tasting different fruit and baking healthy snacks. We 
looked at some recipes and then took our shopping list on 
the bus to Innerleithen. We went to the Allotment shop and 
looked for fruit on our list, which we paid for and took back 
to Nursery where we made fruit salad and smoothies with 
all the fruit. We invited the P1-3 class to try our smoothie 
and guess what fruit was in it from the colour and flavour. 
We have been enjoying looking at, smelling, touching and 
tasting different fruits and have found some new ones that 
we didn’t know we liked before. A big welcome to Ruaridh 
who has started Nursery this month! 

News from P1-3 
P1-3 have been very hardworking this term. In numeracy, 
we have focused on l earning about shapes and symmetry. 
We had fun going out to the playground and identifying 
shapes around us. We also made the connections between 
2D shapes and 3D objects. In our topic we have been 
learning about materials and recycling. We know now what 
items can be recycled, the different types of bin available, 
and what happens to something when we recycle it. We 
used our knowledge of shapes and recycling at Halloween 
when we made spooky Haunted Houses. We had a great 
day of team working, building our houses and talking about 
the materials that we used and why we used them. We 
know that some materials are better than others and used 
our problem solving skills to ensure that we all ended up 
with a house at the end. In literacy, we have been learning 
about the difference between facts and opinions and 
everyone can tell you a fact about themselves. We’re also 
very good at sharing our opinions about different things 
and giving reasons for those opinions. We are now in the 
process of creating persuasive posters and writing to 
convince everyone about the need for recycling. Keep your 
eyes peeled and we’ll let you know when we’re ready to 
share them with you. We have just celebrated Scottish 

Book Week, which was great! We learned about Scottish 
authors, we read many famous Scottish books and we 
even had the chance to listen to The Gruffalo read to us in 
Scots. Children in Need was also this term and we joined 
in with thousands of other children across the country to do 
the Morning Workout with Joe Wicks - we were exhausted! 
For the next few weeks we have lots of activities planned 
and this will keep us very busy until Christmas! 

News from P4-7 
P4-7 have been studying Space these past few weeks. 
This was a mini-topic to fit in before we started work on 
Christmas projects. Each pupil chose a planet to study and 
develop a report for the rest of the class to learn from. We 
are currently rehearsing for our Christmas Show in the 
Village Hall. This term our show will be about "The 
Smallest Angel", an idea adapted by Mr Dean to fit in with 
our smaller numbers this year. Everyone is working hard to 
learn their lines and to practise their dance moves! In 
Maths we have been concentrating on times tables....we all 
remember those from our schooldays! We have been 
spending a week revising and learning the new facts in 
each of the tables from x6 to x9. By Christmas everyone 
will have been taught the multiplication facts....it will then 
just be a case of learning them! 

Children in Need 
Thank you to pupils, staff and parents/carers who 
supported this year’s Children in Need – we raised £61.51! 
Well done everyone for helping to change young lives! 
Aldi Vouchers 
Thank you to everyone who collected Aldi vouchers for us. 
Unfortunately we were unable to reach the target of 300 
but managed to collect 199. 
Fundraising 
The latest collection of our textile recycling point has 
generated £74.40 for School funds. Thank you to everyone 
who donated items! 

Christmas Shopping Night 
Thank you so much to everyone who supported our recent 
Christmas Shopping Night from organising the event, 
selling tickets in advance of the night, providing raffle 
prizes, putting up posters, helping on the night and 
attending the event. It was a huge success and very well 
supported by stallholders, parents, pupils and their families 
as well as the wider community of Walkerburn and 
Innerleithen. £790 was raised and this money will be used 
for School and Parent Council funds. Well done everyone! 

Cinderella 
Thank you so much to Rathburn Chemicals for donating 
our transport costs to our panto trip! The children had a 
brilliant time – oh yes they did! 
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at 
Walkerburn Primary. Happy Holidays!” 

 



WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 20th November 2019 

(Full Minutes are also on the Community website) 
Present: Mr P Waller (Chairman), Mrs I. Ogilvie-Wilson (Vice Chairman), Mrs L. Thornton (Secretary), Mr G. Thornton 
(Treasurer and Minutes Secretary). Ex Officio: Councillor R. Tatler. 
Apologies Ms M. Daykin, Ms. E. Guy, Cllr. S. Bell and Cllr. S. Haslam 
Notices 
i.  Chairman reported that he had received a letter of 
resignation from Mrs Flynn who was, regretfully, unable to 
attend future meetings.  On behalf of the Community 
Council, he thanked her for her contributions in past 
months and said that she would be missed. 
Secretary pointed out that there is provision for a 
community council to advertise for a ‘Casual Vacancy’ 
when necessary, in order that a quorum of members is 
maintained.  Members agreed to discuss this at the next 
meeting. 
ii.  Road Closures: 
a) Galashiels Xmas Lights Event – Saturday 30th 
November between the hours of 7am to 7pm – Bank Street 
from St John Street to Bank Street Brae.  5pm to 6.30 - 
Bank Street Brae to High Street, Bank Street to Channel 
Street, High Street to Market Street to Market Place.  
Parking will be prohibited on these roads. 
b) Peebles Christmas Lights Switch On – Thursday  5th 
December between 4pm and 8.30pm.  High Street from 
Traffic Lights to Tweed Bridge.  Between 6pm and 10.30pm 
– Eastgate from Tweed Brae to High Street and High 
Street from Eastgate to Traffic Lights.  Parking will be 
prohibited on these roads. 
October Minutes 
The Minutes were Proposed by Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson and 
Seconded by Mr Waller. 
Matters Arising from October Meeting 
i.  Chairman reported that, once again, the Service of 
Remembrance had been a very well organised occasion, 
and many residents had commented on what a success it 
had been.  On behalf of the Community Council, Mr Waller 
thanked everyone who had worked to ensure that it was a 
fitting occasion.  In particular, he thanked Col. And Mrs 
Purves for their prodigious efforts to ensure that the display 
of photographs and memorabilia, as well as the catering 
arrangements and organising of the wreaths, were nothing 
short of excellent. 
ii.  Mrs Thornton spoke to Jackie Couchman, Secretary, 
Innerleithen Community Council to discuss putting the 
monthly minutes on Facebook.   She advised that Marshall 
Douglas is the person to speak to.   
Members agreed that this was a good idea and Mrs 
Thornton agreed to contact Marshall Douglas. 
iii.  Mr Waller and Mr Thornton met with Neil Pringle of 
SBC and they discussed several issues.  Mr Pringle 
agreed to arrange for repairs on the wooden walkway, 
replace the missing steps leading to the garages, and also 
trimming the hedge-surrounding the plaque in Alexandra 
Park.  Mr Pringle will also arrange for the damaged planter 
at the top of Caberston Road by the bridge to be repaired.  
Mr Waller thanked Neil Pringle for being most helpful. 
In addition to the overgrown hedge, it was pointed out that 
the plaque is also in need of repair and Mr Thornton 
referred to the good job that Beltane Studios had made of 
refurbishing the War Memorial.  It was agreed that he 
should speak to Beltane in order to see what could best be 
done. 
iv.  Ms. Daykin attended the Clovenfords Community 
Council on 21st October and took part in the discussion 
about the late buses.   She asked that this matter be 

discussed at this meeting.  In her absence, members 
agreed that this should be discussed in more detail at the 
next meeting, when Ms Daykin would be present and when 
more information from Innerleithen and Clovenfords 
community councils might be available..  A follow-up article 
in Burning Issues would also be informative.  Also, Ms 
Daykin had suggested that some members could meet up 
with her to discuss it. 
Correspondence 18th September to 16th October 2019 
All e-mails already circulated to members – full details on 
Walkerburn News website. 
Reports by Members 
i.  Mr Waller mentioned that he was pleased to note that 
the planting of bulbs in the memorial garden bed had been 
carried out by volunteers and he thanked them for their 
efforts and public spirit. 
He pointed out that it was very commendable of the 
volunteers who had placed doo litter bags at various 
strategic points in and around the village, but was 
concerned that dog walkers were taking unfair advantage 
of this by removing several bags at a time.  This service is 
intended for occasional use, not as a substitute for people 
bringing their own bags, and not for wholesale removal.   
It was pointed out that Rose Hogg, the recently appointed 
Dog Officer, can also supply bags, and can also help to get 
problem areas of dog fouling cleaned up.  Her e-mail 
contact is Rose.Hogg@scotborders.gov.uk 
Mr Waller also expressed concern that intermittent power 
cuts were causing problems in the village.  Scottish Power 
Networks were carrying out works to improve reliability, 
although it was thought that the longer recent loss of 
electricity was caused by a bird strike.  Mr Thornton said 
that SPN operate a priority list consisting of customers 
deemed vulnerable and, in the event of a prolonged loss of 
electricity, people on the list are a priority for the speedy 
restoration of power. 
The Scottish Power Help-line is: 0800-0929290 
ii.  Mrs Thornton pointed out that. The consultation period 
for the removal of telephone boxes in the Borders had 
ended.  Although many of them are seldom used, they are 
an asset to communities – particularly in emergency 
situations.  Councillor Bell and Mr Thornton had put 
forward Walkerburn Community Council’s views in a recent 
television news programme.  Following numerous protests, 
it is thought that most (including the two in Walkerburn) will 
be retained. 
Members expressed a hope that this will be the case. 
iii.  Mr Thornton said he was pleased to be able to say that 
on-going discussions about adding a 40mph speed limit to 
the existing 30mph limit at the east section of the A72 have 
resulted in a decision by SBC to accede to this request..  
He thanked Councillor Bell and Gary Haldane of SBC 
roads department for their efforts to bring this about.. 
Reports by SBC Councillors 
i.  Councillor Tatler reported that the Area Partnership 
meeting on 5th November, held at Clovenfords Primary 
School, was very well attended.  In particular, he had been 
very impressed by a request put forward by younger 
residents of Walkerburn for an extended and better late 
bus service to Galashiels.  They had clearly pointed out the 
expense and the difficulties, as well as the inconvenience 
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caused by the present early evening end of the bus 
services.  This was putting young people and youth groups 
at a big disadvantage to those who lived in or near towns 
such as Galashiels and Peebles.  Also, the lack of 
coordinating the bus and train services was another 
problem that needed to be addressed. 
Councillor Tatler agreed that this was something that must 
be resolved and confirmed that the complaints expressed 
had been noted and would be looked into by various 
stakeholders, such as the Walkerburn Community Council.  
The suggestion of a young people’s bus would also be 
considered. 
He confirmed that the theme of the next Area Partnership 
meeting would be the Environment.  It was hoped that this 
would be held at Broughton and more details of the 
meeting will be available in the new year. 
ii.  He reported that, as requested, he had spoken with 
SBHA regarding ownership of the garages and the land 
along the river bank from the walkway to the garages.  
SBHA owns the land and the garages.  Those garages that 
are derelict and unused will be demolished and extra 
space will be made available so that there will be much 
needed parking space for Tweedholm Avenue residents. 
iii.  He mentioned that he was taking a particular interest in 
the future of the Walkerburn Primary School  and the 

possible future impact on the village once the new Early 
Learning Annexe is completed at Innerleithen.   
He hoped that that this will not have a negative impact on 
Walkerburn primary school and he urged members to keep 
taking a close interest in the primary school whenever 
possible.   
Any Other Business 
Chairman expressed his thanks to Councillor Stuart Bell 
fore Stuart’s untiring efforts, over several years, to get SBV 
officers and the relevant insurance companies to reach an 
agreement about repairing the damaged wall in Galashiels 
Road.  Mr Waller added that, following an agreement at 
last being achieved, our thanks should go to Rodney Powe 
(SBC Roads) and the team of workmen who put in a place 
a very well organised traffic control system and ‘pulled out 
the stops’ (no pun intended!) to complete the works well 
ahead of schedule. 
Members all concurred.  The Secretary will write to 
Councillor Bell and Mr Powe. 
Date of next WDCC Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 20th December at 
7.00pm 
 
All Welcome! You don’t have to stay for the whole meeting 
but why not come along and see what we do? 

 

Christmas Season Church Services 
Church of Scotland, Leithen Road 

December 22nd 10.30am Walkerburn village hall 
5.00pm carol singing round Walkerburn - commencing at the Circle at 5pm 

December 24th 4.00pm Cardrona Village Hall – Family Carol Service 
7.00pm Traquair Kirk – Carol service 

December 25th 11.00am Worship for Christmas Day in Innerleithen Church 
 

St Andrews Episcopal Church, Leithen Road 
December 22nd 9.30am Sunday Service 

December 24th 6.00pm Christmas Eve Service - Candlelit 9 lessons and Carols 
(Tea/Coffee and Mince Pie or Shortbread afterwards!) 

 

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
Electricity SBNetworks 0800-0929290     Gas 0800-111999 

Scottish Water 0800-0778778 www.scottishwater.co.uk   Floodline 0845-9881188 www.sepa.org.uk/flooding 
Samaritans phone or text 116123  www.samaritans.org.uk 

NHS 24  111 or 0845-242424 www.nhs24.com     St Ronans Health Centre 01896-830203 
Police non-emergency 101     Police emergency 999 

Pollution Report Line 0800-807060 
Scottish Borders Council 0300-1001800   SB Alert www.sbalert.co.uk 

Please note: new Childline number is 0800-1111 
 

Community Action Policing Team 
The Community Action Policing Team was launched in the Borders in 2018, aiming to tackle local issues across 
the area.  The team provides a dedicated community resource which will specifically target issues such as anti-

social behaviour and on-street parking.   
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/customer-communities email: safercommunities@scotborders.gov.uk 
Please let your Community Council know about specific problems so that the Action Team can be informed 

 

VILLAGE FLOWER BEDS 
Members of the Burn Flowerbed Group (BFG) have planted Spring bulbs in the two flowerbeds on Galashiels Road and 

the one at the top of Caberston Road.   
We are very grateful for the donations received so far, and want to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed.    

Anyone else wishing to join this group please contact us by emailing 

walkerburnnews@hotmail.com   
or post on Facebook Walkerburn and District Community page. 

"Many hands make light work”! 

 

http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/
http://www.samaritans.org.uk/
http://www.nhs24.com/
http://www.sbalert.co.uk/
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/customer-communities
mailto:safercommunities@scotborders.gov.uk
mailto:walkerburnnews@hotmail.com


“TENT FOR HIRE” 
GARDEN PARTY – OUTSIDE 

FUNCTION 
(6 metres Frontage x 4 metres Depth) 
£50 per day- plus £20 Build/Dismantle 

(Local Delivery) 
 

“GAZEBO FOR HIRE” 
(3 metres x 3 metres - £30 per day) 

 

“EGYPTIAN COTTON BATH 
SHEETS” 

(Superb Quality - £8 –Vanilla) 
Enquire for Information 

Brian Lees – Walkerbuirn 
Tel: 01896-870364    Mob: 07801-

297806 

Sheila Bertolino 

 
OIL PAINTINGS RESTORATION & 

CONSERVATION 
I am based in Walkerburn and 

specialise in the Restoration and 
Conservation of Oil Paintings on 

Canvas and Panel. Contact me for 
professional advice and help. 

Estimates Free 
Phone: 01896-870492 Mobile: 

07817064050 
E-Mail:sheilabertolino17@yahoo.co.uk 

“HAIR AT HOME” 
Val Smart 

Mobile Hairdresser 
07852 302 755 

22 Years Experience 

 

 

Clean It Up Stencil and Spray 
Scottish Borders Council has now delivered the “Clean It Up” stencil and yellow cans of spray.  Will residents please let 

us know the worst areas of the Village where dog mess is evident by emailing walkerburnnews@hotmail.com   
We can then arrange for problem areas to be highlighted and draw attention to them in order to monitor them and trace 

offenders. 

 

HB Club Festive Events 
Friday 27th Dec 7pm start 

Wattie Ormiston Domino Tournament (Doubles) Bottle draw + Cash Prizes 
Xmas Day 

Open12.00 midday until 3.00pm 
New Year’s Day is ‘Family Day’ 

Open 12.00noon until 7.00pm 
 

 

 

BURNing Issues by Email Notice 
Some of our readers who have previously received the monthly ‘Burning Issues’ by e-mail copy may be experiencing 

problems receiving it – or may have changed their e-mail address.  If so, please let us know and we will ensure that you 
receive it in future. Also, it would be a big help if as many people as possible opted to receive an e-mail copy rather than 

a paper copy.  The e-mail copy also comes as a full colour edition. 
Please contact us at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com or phone 01896-870251. Thank you. 

 

Parking in Jubilee Road and Hall Street 
There have been numerous complaints regarding inconsiderate parking in Jubilee Road at the Galashiels Road junction 

and, again, in Tweedholm Avenue at the junction with Hall Street.  This causes considerable inconvenience and 
obstruction to other road users and the new Community Action Police team have been asked to pay close attention to 

this illegal parking in these areas. 
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MD MOWERS 
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair” 

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business 
Mob: 07517-154 868 e-mail: 

mjdee1982@gmail.com  

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL: December/January 
Anyone interested in booking the hall, please contact Win Pennel on 01896 870236 

Note:  Hall Rental charge for up to three hours use is £18 

Date Event Time 

December 

Tuesday 17th Guild Christmas Party Cancelled  

Wednesday 18th Community Council 7.00pm 

Thursday 19th Last meeting – Starts again in Jan – date to be confirmed 6.30pm 

Sunday 22nd Church Service 10.00am 

January 

Wednesday 8th WI 7.30pm 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN WALKERBURN VILLAGE HALL 
Mondays Mindful Yoga  (Holiday. Starts again Mon 6th Jan) 7.00 – 8.45pm 

Wednesdays Tai Chi (closed group) (Holiday. Starts again Wed 8th) 10.15 – 11.45am 

Thursdays Youth Club (19th December – Starts again in January) 6.30pm 

Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 – 9.00pm 

 

 
 

 

Xmas Tree Lights 
It is very satisfying to be able to end this edition with a big of ‘thank-you’ to the Walkerburn Festival Society for 
supplying the tree and lights, to Lisa and Ben for providing power and refreshments, to and all the helpers and 

participants who helped make the annual ‘switch-on’ of the lights such a delightful occasion.  Well done all of you! 

 
Contact BURNing Issues at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com 
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