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 WALKERBURN SUMMER FESTIVAL 2019 
The weather was kind to us during the Annual Festival Week, which celebrates 
our vibrant community and also rounds off the school year. 
It commenced with the traditional Sunday Church Service in the Village Hall and 
wreath laying at the war memorial, including concerts in the hall, a fancy dress parade, 
and a final weekend conclusion with a spectacular fireworks display in the Alexandra 
Park and a boat race on the river. 
Many thanks to all the organisers, helpers and sponsors.  And a big thank you also to 
the volunteers who have responded to an urgent request for helpers.   
We hope to see a good turnout for our Prize Bingo evening on 16th August from 6-9pm 
in the Village Hall. Contact Carolyn Hunter on 870322 or on Facebook, or Martha 
Gibson on Facebook. 

 

WALKERBURN PUBLIC HALL LOCALITY BID SUCCESS 
The Walkerburn Public Hall Management Committee is absolutely delighted with the outcome of the 
Locality Bid Fund.   
To come out top in Tweeddale with 429 votes was 
amazing.  Not only did we have the highest number of 
votes in Tweeddale we also had the highest number of 
votes overall in the whole of the Borders.   Thanks to 
everyone who voted for the Hall - our roof will now be 
saved and our 28 user groups will continue to have a 
base.  Thanks must also go to Evelyn Grears and her 

staff at Walkerburn Post Office for their help in obtaining 
names for postal votes - well done ladies.  Thank you so 
much to everyone for their support. 
Our commiserations to the Walkerburn Community 
Trust’s Bid who just missed out on acquiring funding for 
the old mill window murals.  They were a great support 
to the Hall in our joint search for postal votes.   

 

Dog Mess 
Two of the most frequently recurring complaints that we hear concern people speeding through the village 
and the proliferation of dog mess. 
We would like to again remind those dog owners and 
walkers who do not pick up messes that is not just an 
unpleasant smell and an unpleasant sight that you leave 
behind you.  It is a very real danger to health – 
especially in places where children play. 
For instance,Toxocariasis is an infestation of humans, 
usually children, with a small threadlike worm that 
resides in a dog's intestine.   
A dog harbouring the small round worm causes large 
numbers of worm eggs in its faeces, which can then 
contaminate the soil. 
Children who then play with an infested dog or with 
soil contaminated with its faeces can then 

inadvertently put their fingers in their mouths and can 
swallow some of the worm eggs.  The swallowed 
eggs hatch in the intestine of the child to liberate 
larvae, which then travel towards the liver, lungs, 
brain and eyes.   
Here they can trigger off allergic reactions such as 
asthma, and they also have more serious affects 
such as loss of vision.   
Toxocariasisis known to cause partial blindness in up 
to 100 children every year. 
The message we want to get across is very clear: 
PLEASE PICK UP ANY MESS YOUR DOG MAY 
LEAVE. 

 

Waste Recycling 
This is to let everyone know that a member of staff from SBC’s Recycling Department will give a presentation 
during the Community Council meeting on 17th July.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
There is a lack of awareness of which items can be recycled and which should go into general waste. Even eco-
savvy residents may have questions about what can and what cannot be recycled.   

 

“Crafts4U” - WANTED 
Volunteer required for regular Wednesday Morning shifts, 10.30am until 1.30pm, at local Craft Club. 

Duties include providing basic craft support to Adults with Learning Difficulties and their Carers.   
Refreshments provided. 

Please contact Jennifer Brown on 01896-833883 

https://www.netdoctor.co.uk/diseases/facts/asthmachildren.htm


 
WILLIAM KENYON 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
All interior, exterior and floor tiling work 

undertaken to the highest standard. 

Telephone/Fax 01896 870757 

Walkerburn Rugby Club 
 

 
Open for Birthdays and other Social 

events. 
For bookings please contact the 

Secretary at 
secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk 

Latest news on Facebook: 
Walkerburn RFC 

“Would You Like To Improve The Way 
You Feel?” 

TWEED THERAPY CENTRE 
(Est. 1994) 

(Free Consultation) 

 
HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 

Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM 
Walkerburn EH43 6AF 

01896-870440 or 07771934965 
tweedtherapy@aol.com 

Walkerburn Bowls and Petanque 
The Bowls and Petanque season is gathering momentum as we move into a busy period.   
Our new members have been 
particularly welcome and we have 
been able to fulfil all our recent league 
fixtures.  The latest match against a 
strong Peebles team resulted in a fine 

win and is evidence of our new-found strength.   
For the less competitively minded, the friendly Monday 
afternoon games are a mixture of bowls and socialising 
and we welcome anyone to drop in and have a go.  If 
there are any parents who would like their children to try 
their hand at bowls, we have Junior Bowls for them to 
use and some basic coaching is available.  And if the 
Monday afternoon slot is not suitable, do give us a 
‘phone call and we can arrange a more suitable time. 
The Marjorie Johnstone Open Triples was held on 16th 
June and the winning team of Iain Anderson, Ian 
Thorburn and Malcolm Ormiston won a very close 
fought match after going into the last end all square. 
Thanks to all the competitors, spectators, caterers and 
everyone who helped to make it such an enjoyable day.   

On a recent trip to France, Colin Grahame acquired a 
splendid Petanque trophy that now graces the trophy 
cabinet and will doubtless be competed for at future club 
competitions! 
Forthcoming competitions include the Rathburn 
Chemicals-MacKay pairs on Saturday 13th July and the 
Plora Pairs on Saturday 10th August.  It is not too late to 
enter.  Even you don’t wish to play, please come along 
to watch and to sample some of our excellent catering 
and hospitality each match day. 
We always offer a friendly welcome to newcomers to 
enjoy the excellent facilities as a team player, casual 
player, junior member or social member. 
We also extend an especially warm welcome to former 
players who might like to re-join and relive old times that 
they enjoyed at Walkerburn. 
For enquiries, please contact; 
Secretary, Bruce McAlister on 01896-870620 
brucemacalister@tiscali.co.uk or George Thornton on 
01896-870251 geoles2@tiscali.co.uk 

WALKERBURN COMMUNITY CRAFT CENTRE  ‘CRAFTS4U’ 
Walkerburn Old Mill Car Park 

Tuesday:  1.00pm- 4.00pm (Quilting).  Wednesday:  (Your Choice) 7.00pm-9.00pm. 
Thursday:  Class in knitting and crochet for beginners and more experienced people 2.00pm-4.00pm. 

Friday:  1.00 pm – 4.00pm (Craft-for-Club).  Cost: Members £1.00 per hour, Non Members £1.50 per hour. 
Membership now costs £20.00 per calendar year.  Social Membership is £5.00 per calendar year.  

Any queries, please contact Jenni Brown on 01896 833883. 

 

Sheila Bertolino 
OIL PAINTINGS RESTORATION & CONSERVATION 

I am based in Walkerburn and specialise in the Restoration and Conservation of Oil Paintings 
on Canvas and Panel. 

Contact me for professional advice and help. Estimates Free 
Phone: 01896-870492 Mobile: 07817064050 

E-Mail: sheilabertolino17@yahoo.co.uk 

WALKERBURN OLD AGE PENSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Walkerburn OAP members and friends enjoyed their summer trip to North Berwick on Tuesday June 11th.   
The weather was fine but not glorious and we all had time to stroll along the high street or the harbour area.  Our 
thanks to Austens of Earlston for our comfortable coach and good driver.  Also, just a reminder to anyone coming 
with us to the pantomime in December that the deposit for the theatre ticket was due by the end of June and there 
are a few seats available if anyone else would like to join us.   
Subscriptions are now due.  Our meetings start again in October and we hope members will have a good summer 
and join us then.   

If you would like any further information, please contact Mary on 01896 870246 or Anne on 01896 870757. 
 

mailto:brucemacalister@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:geoles2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:sheilabertolino17@yahoo.co.uk


July Wildside 
Having said we hadn’t heard a cuckoo last month, having just submitted my column, we heard not one but 
two cuckoos within a quarter of a mile of home! 
It has been quite a good month for spotting wildlife.  
We’ve seen a roe deer doe ambling across the fields, 
lots of brown hares around and about and of course 

young birds.  A pair of 
blackbirds managed to 
raise a family in a dense 
shrub in the garden and 
my new nest box raised a 
family of blue tits which 
were brought to the nut 
feeders near the window 
for schooling in the art of 
eating peanuts.  The 
young were ‘parked’ in 

nearby trees while mum and dad went to each in turn 
with nut pieces.  Of course, just like kids, they didn’t stay 
where they were put and preferred to sit on top of the 
feeders.  At least the parents didn’t have as far to go to 
feed them each time. Then they would join their parents 
and try to peck at the nuts with varying degrees of 
success.  I suppose it’s a skill they need to learn at 
some stage if they want to be able to make use of bird 
feeders. 
There doesn’t seem to be many insects visible.  Of 
course Festival Friday brought out the midges, but they 
weren’t as intense as some years.  There are plenty 

bees of many kinds, but not as many butterflies on the 
wing and, hunt as I might, I can’t find caterpillars.  It 
hasn’t been as warm and that makes a difference to 
insects that, being cold blooded, need to warm up for 
the start of their day (or night for some moths).  It’s been 
warm enough to get grasshoppers going as we have 
heard them chirruping in the long grass. 
The cuckoo spit on our lavender plants in particular, is 
evidence that froghoppers (aka spittlebugs) are active. 
They don’t really damage plants themselves but sap 
sucking does spread plant diseases which can be 
devastating.  Xylella is such a disease, currently 
devastating olive trees in Italy in particular.  Sometimes, 
if you look amongst the froth, you can find the producer 
i.e. the frog hopper or its larvae.  It produces the frothy 
liquid to protect the eggs and larvae as they feed on 
plant sap.  It exudes the sticky liquid from its anus, 
forcing air into it to produce the bubbles.  Perhaps I’ll 
make no further comment on that! 
The University of Sussex are surveying spittle bugs to 
collect data for a pre-emptive strike should any 
devastating plants diseases find their way here.  You 
can report sightings at: 
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/xylem-feeding-insects 
 
* Froghopper Illustration courtesy of RSPB. 

 
 

 
 
 

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
Electricity SBNetworks 0800-0929290    Gas 0800-111999 

Scottish Water 0800-0778778 www.scottishwater.co.uk    Floodline 0845-9881188 www.sepa.org.uk/flooding 
Childline 088-1111    Samaritans phone or text 116123 - www.samaritans.org.uk  

NHS 24  111 or 0845-242424 www.nhs24.com    St Ronans Health Centre 01896-830203  
Police non-emergency 101    Police emergency 999 

Pollution Report Line 0800-807060 
Scottish Borders Council 0300-1001800    SB Alert www.sbalert.co.uk 

 

WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 19th June 2019 

 

Present: Mr P Waller (Chairman), Mrs I. Ogilvie-Wilson (Vice Chairman),Mrs L. Thornton (Secretary), Ms M. Daykin, 
Mrs J. Flynn, Mr G. Thornton (Treasurer and Minutes Secretary) 
Ex Officio:  Councillor S. Bell, Councillor R. Tatler. 
 

Apologies and Notices. 
Apologies were received from Ms Emma Guy, Mr Arran 
Houston, Mr Ian McVean, Cllr S Haslam, and PC. 
Burnside, 

http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/
http://www.samaritans.org.uk/
http://www.nhs24.com/


Notifications: 
* Road closure for resurfacing at Dirtpot Corner for 2 
days from 17th June, 9am-5pm. 
(Note: These dates have subsequently been changed to 
Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th June.) 
* Peebles March Riders – 22nd September and 27th 
October – More information to follow 
* Borders Book Festival – Monday 10th June to Tuesday 
18th June inclusive from 8am to 5pm 
* Clovenfords Summer Fair Opening Parade – Saturday, 
24th August from 12.45 to 2pm 
* A72 Holylee – 1st July for 3 days between the hours of 
9.00 and 15.30 each day. 
Members expressed concern about the planned 
diversion arrangements. 
 

Police Report by PC. Burnside 
No incidents of note to report in the past month, but 4 
Road Traffic incidents, including one serious accident 
which resulted in a fatality.   
After a short discussion, at which members expressed 
considerable concern about the dangers presented by 
driving on the Thornielee-Holylee-Walkerburn stretch of 
the A72, it was decided that, looking to the future, the 
Community Council should start to gather as much 
information as possible about the state of the A72 with a 
view to starting discussions with the S.B.C. roads 
department to get improvements prioritised.  To start 
with, the Secretary will contact Brian Young SBC Roads 
Officer and request a copy of the fatal accident report 
concerning the recent fatality on this stretch of road be 
made available to WDCC. 
 

Approval of the Draft Minutes of May Meeting.    
Approval was proposed by Mr Waller, seconded by Ms 
Daykin, and passed unanimously. 
 

Matters Arising from May Minutes: 
Following the A.G.M., Secretary agreed to amend 
members’ contact details and to send a copy to SBC as 
well as displaying copies on the village notice boards. 
 

Correspondence for period 15th May 2019 to 19th 
June 2019 
All e-mails already circulated to members. 
 

Reports by Members. 
i  Mr Waller reported that the current weather has 
resulted in a considerable growth of weeds along the 
verges of local roads, and in particular Mr Waller 
wondered why the banking on the north side of Peebles 
Road between the Ladder and Café had not been cut 
when the grass along High Cottages had been. 
Although drains in Caberston Road have shown a 
marked improvement since the recent road resurfacing, 
there are still problems on the north side resulting from 
historic drain-laying issues – especially outside no’s 20 
and 21.  SBC will again be asked to see what can be 
done to rectify this problem. 
The A72 signage needs to be improved in respect of 
motor cyclists.  This is a dangerous road and presents 
particular hazards for motor cyclists.  SBC are to be 
requested to investigate this. 

Similarly, the dangerous approach to High Cottages 
needs much better warning signs to point out potential 
danger to motorists approaching along a section of the 
A72 with a restricted view vehicles exiting onto the main 
road. 
ii  Mrs Thornton again reminded members that a 
member of staff from SBC’s Recycling Department will 
give a presentation during July’s Community Council 
meeting. There is a lack of awareness of which items 
can be recycled and which should go into general waste.  
Members agreed with this and added that even eco-
minded residents have raised questions about what can 
and what cannot be recycled.   
She also mentioned that a Perspex panel has been 
dislodged from the bus shelter outside the village hall 
and needs to be replaced.  Councillors pointed out that 
SBC are responsible for any such repairs.  Councillor 
Tatler agreed to report this to SBC 
She passed on complaints from residents concerning 
the ‘Slow’ sign at the west end of the village and 
reminded councillors that the temporary sign placed 
there had only worked for a short while.  There is a clear 
need for a permanent sign at this end of the village as 
motorists regularly approach Peebles Road and, in 
particular, the blind exit from High Cottages at excessive 
speeds.  Councillors noted these concerns and the 
matter will be investigated further. 
Next, she pointed out to councillors that several people 
had complained about difficulties encountered with both 
the postal vote method and the on-line voting systems 
when trying to vote in the recent Localities Funding bids.  
Cllr Tatler said that he was aware of these problems and 
steps have been taken to put this right in future. 
She then informed members that a replacement battery 
for the defibrillator attached to the hall was still not 
available and so another machine had been put there 
on loan. 
Finally, she asked that SBC be thanked for planting up 
the flower beds in the village. 
iii  Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson again raised concerns about the 
large oak tree overhanging the A72 by the steps 
opposite 26 Peebles Road.  People living in the 
neighbourhood, who notice the tree every day, are still 
very worried about the possibility of it falling across the 
main road and endangering both people and property.  
Cllr. Bell reminded members that SBC had arranged for 
a safety inspection and a tree surgeon had reported that 
the tree posed no imminent danger.  Members 
expressed dissatisfaction with this opinion and will raise 
the matter again. 
iv  Ms Daykin reported on various matters. 
Area Partnership Meeting: She attended the Area 
Partnership meeting held at Peebles High School on 
June 12th.   
a) Firstly, a talk on the ‘Inspire’ programme for providing 
i-pads to school children in the Borders Region set out 
details of how this project has been set up by Education 
for Education, and with an emphasis on being creative.  
Teachers will monitor all i-pads and control their use as 
they have the ability to lock screens.  This can also 
render the computers useless if lost or stolen. 
Teachers will benefit from getting accurate feed-back 
digitally – including voice feed-back.   Also, Audio books 
will be available for reading. 



This will be a 10 year scheme, allowing teachers and 
authorities to accurately assess its effectiveness.  Some 
‘in-service’ days will assist with training and the school 
wi-fi network will be upgraded.  It is important to 
understand that this is part of a wider teaching system. 
Pupils will hand back their i-pads at the end of their 
school career. 
Further information is available on the SBC website in 
the ‘Inspire’ Learning section under ‘Frequently Asked 
Questions’ (FAQ) 
b) The next talk was by Jason Hedley, concerning the 
proposed new Play Parks consolidation scheme.  £2.8 
million has been set aside by SBC for play parks and a 
close look at the variety of such amenities in the 
Borders has concluded that smaller parks deemed to be 
not very ‘stimulating’ will be closed.  Instead, resources 
will be allocated to larger and better schemes - such as 
those at Harestanes and Wilton Park. 
However, Walkerburn is NOT one of the 11 sites 
identified for decommissioning. 
It should be noted that, before this scheme can be 
carried out, officers will be required to consult 
communities (i.e. the neighbourhoods adjoining parks) 
Cllr. Bell added that councillors are aware of these 
proposals and will be looking closely at progress 
regarding consultation. 
c) A talk on Rural Transport problems mentioned off-
street parking issues.  Cllr. Tatler agreed with the 
sentiments expressed and that the issue was under 
consideration and a review would be debated shortly. 
d)  Community Funds issues were discussed and 
guidance details are accessible on the SBC website. 
e)  A Radar Speed Gun proposal has been raised to 
enable SBC to provide equipment for Clovenfords, 
Innerleithen and Walkerburn and for residents to be 
trained to use this equipment in an effort to reduce 
serious speeding in these villages. Initially, offending 
drivers would get a warning letter.  Subsequent 
violations would be dealt with more seriously. 
Dog Mess:  Finally she passed on a strong complaint 
from a resident who has becoming increasingly 
concerned about irresponsible dog owners allowing their 
pets to roam in the Alexandra Park area and leave 
messes in area where children play and people 
regularly walk.  It seems that the main culprit owns big 
dogs and that the problem has become much worse in 
recent months.  The complainant regularly patrols the 
park clearing up dog mess left by irresponsible owners, 
but is no longer willing to do this; consequently the 
problem of dog mess in the park will quickly become 
more severe.  Members asked if dog wardens could be 
informed and also asked for any member of the 
community who is aware of those responsible to report 
details in confidence to SBC or to Police on the 101 
Freephone line. 

iv  Mr Thornton reported that he had attended a meeting 
of the Community Fund and Area Partnership Review 
held at Peebles High School on Wednesday 12th June 
organised by Jenni Craig, S.B.C. Service Director 
Customer and Communities. 
The purpose of the meeting was for her to explain to 
representatives of all the Community Councils in the 
Tweeddale Area what is happening now and in the 
coming months concerning the Community Fund and 
Area Partnership as part of a drive by Scottish 
Government to get communities more involved and be 
heard - especially regarding delivery of services.  It was 
also a chance for those present to raise questions and 
give feed-back about the initial proposals and 
suggestions. 
SBC and other statutory bodies are involved in what is 
intended to be a ‘dynamic’ plan, allowing for changes to 
be made as consultations progress. 
Series of slides were presented, detailing initial plans. 
A further report will be made to council before end of 
2019. 
Mr Thornton is awaiting minutes and will circulate these 
and website information details as soon as they are 
forthcoming. 
 

Reports by SBC Councillors: 
Cllr. Bell confirmed that the Dirtpot Corner section of 
road would be closed for re-surfacing on 24th and 25th 
June and will be dealt with by the introduction of a 
convoy system’.  Also, he mentioned that concerns 
about vehicles driving too fast in the vicinity of the 
roadworks had been noted and will be dealt with. 
He mentioned that recent visits to Walkerburn Primary 
School had left him very impressed with both staff and 
pupils. Councillor Bell suggested that WDCC members 
try to enlist (co-opt?) a parent with a child or children at 
WPS who could keep us well informed about issues of 
concern to WPS pupils, staff and parents. 
It was agreed that this was a good suggestion.  Mr 
Thornton mentioned that communication with the school 
in past years had been useful, if somewhat sporadic.  It 
was agreed that Mrs Thornton would follow up Cllr. 
Bell’s suggestion. 
 

Chairman’s Closing Remarks.   
Mr Waller thanked all for attending this evening’s 
meeting.  Finally, he again thanked Dr Henderson, the 
retiring Chairman, for his service to the Community 
Council over the years and wished him well for the 
future. 
 

Date of next WDCC Meeting.   
The next monthly meeting will be at 7.00 pm on 
Wednesday, 17th July 2019. 

  

BURNing Issues Contributors 
Please remember to submit any letters, articles or other material for inclusion in the August 2019 issue by the 

last day of July. 
Thank you! 

 



 
 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL: July/August 
Date Event Time 

July 

Wednesday 17th Community Council Monthly Meeting incl. Recycling Presentation 7.00pm 

Sunday 21st Church Service (note time) 10.30am 

Monday 22nd Guild Meeting 2.00pm 

Monday 29th Community Advice Hub 10.00am-1.00pm 

August 

Friday 16th Walkerburn Summer Festival Prize Bingo 6.00-9.00pm 

Sunday 18th Church Service 10.00am 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN WALKERBURN VILLAGE HALL 
Mondays Mindful Yoga   7.00 – 8.45pm 

Wednesdays Tai Chi (closed group) 10.15 – 11.45am 

Thursdays Youth Club (On holiday until start of new School term) - 

Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 – 9.00pm 

Anyone interested in booking the hall, please contact Win Pennel on 01896 870236 
Note:  Hall Rental charge for up to three hours use is £18 

 

 

MD MOWERS 
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair” 

 

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business 
 

   Mob: 07517-154 868 e-mail: mjdee1982@gmail.com 

 

 

Eshiels Recyling Depot 
Opening Times for Public Access 
SUMMER (1 April to 29 September 2019) 

Weekday (Monday to Friday) Morning: 10.00am - 1.15pm. Afternoon: 2.00pm - 6.45pm 
Closed Wednesday 

Weekend (Saturday and Sunday): Morning: 9.00am - 1.15pm. Afternoon: 2.00pm - 4.45pm 
WINTER (30 September 2019 to 29 March 2020) 

Weekday (Monday to Friday) Morning: 10.00am - 1.15pm. Afternoon: 2.00pm - 4.45pm 
Closed Wednesday 

Weekend (Saturday and Sunday) Morning: 9.00am - 1.15pm. Afternoon: 2.00pm – 4.45pm 

 
Contact BURNing Issues at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com 

mailto:mjdee1982@gmail.com
mailto:walkerburnnews@hotmail.com

