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MOLLIE McINTOSH MBE
On  Monday,  18th  March,  2019,  Walkerburn  lost  a  much  loved  and  greatly  admired  member  of  the
community with the death of Mollie McIntosh.

Mary  Morgan  McIntosh,
always  known  as  Mollie,
was  born  on  4th  July,
1919,  to  Charles  and
Catherine  McIntosh  of
Tweedholm  House.  The
family  grew  with  the  birth
of her sisters Nan in 1920
and  Kath  in  1922.
Educated  at  Walkerburn
Primary  School,  she
always spoke highly of the
inspiring teachers she had,
including  Miss  Dow  and
the Headmaster, Mr James

Young.  Later,  at  Peebles  High  School,  she
demonstrated  her  enthusiasm  and  skill  in  sports,
representing the High School at hockey before going on
to play for the Walkerburn Ladies team (undefeated in
four seasons) and the South of Scotland. She even had
a trial  for the national  team. Golf,  tennis and athletics
were also favourite pastimes.
Following  her  school  career  Mollie  started  work  for
Henry Ballantyne and Sons, a firm she loyally served for
43  years.  Training  initially  as  a  comptometer,  she
learned how to operate  this  early  form of  mechanical
calculator.  In addition to working in the mill  office she
also spent  many years in the mill  shop.  Her ability to
make an instant impact on the people she met was an
asset to the firm and Mollie was involved in the tours
organised for famous visitors such as Sir Frank Whittle,
the inventor  of  the turbojet  engine,  Gracie Fields  and
Judy  Garland.  When  the  mill  finally  closed  in  1988
Mollie  was  a  member  of  the  steering  committee  to
provide support for those who had lost their jobs.
During the Second World War, Mollie sought to join the
Women’s Royal Naval Service but she was prevented
from enlisting as her work placed her in the Reserved
Occupation category.  However,  as she was already a
member  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  she  was
involved in setting up a soldiers’ canteen in the village.
She also acted as a driver for the Armed Forces ‘Get
You Home’ service, enabling soldiers on leave to return
home quickly. Her efforts during the war provide early

examples  of  her  remarkable  dedication  to  voluntary
work,  reflected  in  the  extraordinary  range  of
organisations that Mollie actively supported over many
years.
Even  a  selection  of  these  activities  is  extremely
impressive. She represented Walkerburn, Traquair and
the Glen on the Tweeddale District Council and was a
past  chairman of  the Walkerburn Community  Council.
Her  membership  of  this  organisation  extended  over
three  decades.  Mollie  also served on the  Walkerburn
Festival  Committee  and  she started  an  essay  writing
competition for the Primary School pupils to encourage
them to learn about  the history  of  Walkerburn and to
reflect on their experiences of living in the village. She
served on the committees of the British Red Cross, the
Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Guide Dogs for the Blind, the
Royal Scottish Society for the Protection of Children and
was  a  founder  member  of  the  first  committee  of  the
Tweeddale Association of Voluntary Organisations, later
acting  as  vice-president.  The  Walkerburn  Public  Hall
was certainly very close to Mollie’s heart  - she was a
chairman  of  the  hall  committee  and  a  Trustee.  She
believed  that  it  was  in  many  ways  the  focal  point  of
village life and she helped to establish, for example, the
over 50s lunch club which runs successfully to this day.
In  recognition  of  her  wide-ranging  services  to  the
community,  Mollie  was  awarded  the  MBE  in  1990,
named  Tweeddale  Citizen  of  the  Year  in  2008  and
presented  with  a  Heroes  Award  by  David  Mundell  in
2009.
A list of achievements, of course, only tells part of the
story. Above all Mollie loved to be with people and, as
has  often  been  pointed  out,  she  seemed  to  know
everybody!  Her  enthusiasm,  dedication,  vibrant
personality and sense of humour mean that she will be
greatly missed and fondly remembered.

* * * * *
Mollie’s family wish to express their thanks to everyone
in the village and the local area who supported Mollie
during her final illness and to thank all those who have
offered  their  condolences.  Anyone  who  would  like  to
make  a  donation  to  the  Public  Hall  in  Mollie’s  name
should contact Win Pennel on 01896 870 236 – or email
winpennel@hotmail.com

WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
The meeting due to be held on Wednesday 20th March, 2019 had to be cancelled because of illness. 

The next meeting will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 17th April 2019.  
All residents are welcome to attend.

mailto:winpennel@hotmail.com


WILLIAM KENYON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

All interior, exterior and floor tiling
work undertaken to the highest standard.

Telephone/Fax 01896 870757

Walkerburn Rugby Club

Open for Birthdays and other Social
events.

For bookings please contact the
Secretary at

secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk
Latest news on Facebook: 

Walkerburn RFC

“Would You Like To Improve The Way
You Feel?”

TWEED THERAPY CENTRE 
(Est. 1994)

(Free Consultation)

HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY

Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM
Walkerburn EH43 6AF

01896-870440 or 07771934965
tweedtherapy@aol.com

Walkerburn Bowls and Petanque
The club AGM due to be held on Sunday 24th March at 1.00pm in the clubhouse had to be cancelled as the
Treasurer was admitted to hospital.  
It has been rearranged for Sunday 21st April at 12 noon.
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  busy  summer.   The
Peeblesshire Bowls League matches start on Tuesday
30th April with a home game against West Linton and
continues, on a ‘Home and Away’ basis until 6th August.
We will  publish a list  of  the club competitions in next
month’s Burning Issues.  
The new Petanque competition season starts on 22nd 

April at 1.30pm.
As always, we extend a warm welcome to anyone who
would like to try their hand at Bowls or Petanque and to
anyone who would like to join as a social member now
that  the  clubhouse  is  fully  functional.   We extend  an
especially warm welcome to former players who might
like to re-join and relive old times that they enjoyed at
Walkerburn.

Walkerburn Community Development Trust
Help wanted to keep the grass under control on the Jubilee Park area.

If you can give an hour or so each month and are willing to help with the mowing and strimming on the field
between Tweedholm Avenue and Galashiels Road then please get in touch with the Development Trust via

mail@walkerburn.com.
It's a way of getting out into the fresh air, get a bit of exercise and give something to the community.

WALKERBURN COMMUNITY CRAFT CENTRE  ‘CRAFTS4U’
Walkerburn Old Mill Car Park

Tuesday:  1.00pm- 4.00pm (Quilting). Wednesday:  (Your Choice) 7.00pm-9.00pm. 
Thursday:  Class in knitting and crochet for beginners and more experienced people 2.00pm-4.00pm. 

Friday:  1.00 pm – 4.00pm (Craft-for-Club)
Cost: Members £1.00 per hour, Non Members £1.50 per hour. 

Because of the continuing success of the Club, Membership now costs £20.00 per calendar year and allows you access
to the cabin at all times and Social Membership is £5.00 per calendar year. Newcomers always given a warm welcome.

Any queries, please contact Jenni Brown on 01896 833883.

The Little 
Secretarial
Company

For secretarial 
& admin services

Please call Hilary Little
1896 870 655 (Home) 
07412 388 993 (Mobile)

Attar’s Alterations

Dress Making and all Alterations on 
Jeans, Dresses, Suits, Jackets,

Trousers, Shirts.
New Zips and Curtains

Tel: 07931 772625 & 07901 883592
e-mail: attar@qualityservice.com

“HAIR AT HOME”
Val Smart

Mobile Hairdresser
07852 302 755

22 Years Experience

mailto:attar@qualityservice.com


WALKERBURN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 2019 ELECTION NOTICE
If you are interested in helping and protecting our community, then why not join the Community Council?
We need new members to join as some of our existing members will be retiring after the AGM in June.
The  Community  Council  acts  as  a  link  between  the
community and public bodies such as the Council and
the  Scottish  Government.   Meetings  are  held  on  the
third Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm in the Public
Hall and are open to members of the public.  
You must be: Over 18 and a registered voter; willing to
listen to other residents; and willing to take decisions in
the general community interest.  
Members  serve  for  a  term  of  3  years  and  are  then
eligible for re-election.
Closing Date for Nominations; Friday 26th April. 
Closing Date for Withdrawals; Midday Friday 3rd May. 

Date  of  Poll  (if  contested)  –  Friday  31st  May  at
Walkerburn Public Hall 2.00pm - 8.00pm. 
If you are interested, please ask the Community Council
Secretary, Lesley Thornton.  For more information and a
nomination  form,  please  telephone  01896  870251  or
email wccsecretary@walkerburn.com - or pick up a form
from the Post Office. 
Completed forms can also be left in a sealed ballot box
at the Post Office. 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 17th April at 7.00pm
in the Public Hall. You don’t need to stay for the whole
meeting, but why not come along and see what we do?

TWO CHANCES TO HELP IMPROVE WALKERBURN
Both the Development Trust and the Village Hall Committee have been successful in getting to the voting
stage of the SBC Localities Fund.  
You will get a chance to support both of these projects
in a vote due to take place at the end of May.  Anyone
who is a registered voter in the Borders can take part in
the vote.
The projects are:
1)  Walkerburn  Village  Hall –  “Raising  the  Roof  for
Walkerburn”
Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  provide  Walkerburn  with  a
sustainable, future proof Community Hub.
Repair of the roof is the first element in a larger project
as without a roof there would be no Hall.  At some stage

in their lives, the Hall has been used by every member
of our community.
2) WCDT “Walkerburn window on the past” which will
see murals of work in the mill and images of wildlife put
into the blank windows of the mill.  This will improve the
general  appearance  of  the  village  and  make  it  more
attractive and encourage more people to visit and stop
to have a closer look.
There  will  be  competition  for  the  funds  from  across
Tweeddale - so please get out and vote for these village
projects and encourage your friends to vote too!

LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE!
Change Works in Peebles are offering Tweeddale residents the chance to switch on to energy efficiency
with a free LED lightbulb and the chance to win up to £50 of LED bulbs*. 
Drop in to the Change Works in  Peebles  hub on the
High street between Monday 8th and Friday 12th April
to get your free bulb and to find out about the savings
you can make.
On Friday 12th of  April  there will  also be a free craft
event from 9am - 5pm at the hub where children can
decorate LED paper lanterns.
Change Works in Peebles is a project working together
with the Tweeddale community to save energy. Funded
by  Scottish  Borders  Council,  Changeworks  and  the

Scottish Government, this project is all about helping to
reduce  gas  and  electricity  costs  in  local  homes  and
businesses.
To find out about more about the project, pop into the
Change Works in Peebles hub contact the team on their
Facebook page;
www.facebook.com/ChangeWorksinPeebles
email  peebles@changeworks.org.uk or  call  01721
722810.
*One bulb per household, while stocks last

‘What Matters’ Hub Drop In Sessions Reminder
Don’t forget, the Health and Social Care Partnership is holding a series of ‘What Matters’ Hubs in Walkerburn

Community Hall from 10am-1pm on Mondays April 29th, May 27th and June 24th
Appointments can also be booked by phoning the Council’s Customer Advice and Support Team on 0300 100

1800.  What Matters Hubs are an opportunity for people to meet with Partnership staff such as social workers and
occupational therapists, as well as third sector representatives to get advice about social care and health services

and activities available in their local area.  More information is available at
www.scotborders.gov.uk/whatmattershubs, or from Customer Advice and Support on 0800 100 1800.

Sheila Bertolino
OIL PAINTINGS RESTORATION & CONSERVATION

I am based in Walkerburn and specialise in the Restoration and Conservation of Oil Paintings
on Canvas and Panel.

Contact me for professional advice and help. 
Estimates Free

 Phone: 01896-870492 Mobile: 07817064050 
E-Mail: sheilabertolino17@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:sheilabertolino17@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/whatmattershubs
http://www.facebook.com/ChangeWorksinPeebles
mailto:wccsecretary@walkerburn.com


LET'S GO e-BIKE!
The South East of Scotland Transport Partnership is expanding its regional e-bike programme with the
launch of its first hub at Innerleithen in the Scottish Borders. 
The GO e-Bike hub will be developed in partnership with
Tweeddale Youth Action and their ‘Bike Punks’ project.
GO e-Bike aims to increase usage and awareness of
power  assisted  cycling  across  the  South  East  of
Scotland  and  beyond.  GO e-Bike  aims  to  promote  a
healthier more active population, reduce inequalities in
our communities and improve our environment. GO e-
Bike launched in  2018 with  5 different  projects  in  St.
Andrews,  Buckhaven,  West  Lothian  and  Falkirk  and
encouraged employers to get involved with a ‘Try a GO
e-Bike Roadshow’. 
Through  its  Programme  for  Government  the  Scottish
Government  is  ‘stepping  up  promotion  of  the  use  of
electric bicycles to ensure as many people as possible
can benefit  from active travel’.   SEStran is  helping to
deliver  on  this  vision  with  support  from  European
programme Scottish Government funding. 
Gordon Edgar Chair of SEStran says: “SEStran through
its promotion of active travel as a key component of our
Regional Transport Strategy, is helping to work towards
the Scottish Government’s  ambition  in its  Programme
for Government. GO e-Bike is a great way to build on
our other active travel work, introducing more people to
cycling as a viable,  fun transport  choice for work and
leisure.”
David Hodson,  Locality  Manager  at  Tweeddale  Youth
Action  comments:  “We are  greatly  looking  forward  to
working in partnership with SEStran. Introducing Go e-

Bike  into  our  Bike  Punks  project  will  enable  us to
engage,  teach  and  train  young  people  across
Tweeddale  in  bicycle  repair  and  maintenance  skills.
Supporting  an  ever-growing  industry  of  cycling  and
tourism  within  the  Tweed  Valley  and  creating  much
needed  training  and  employment  opportunities  for
young  people.  We  look  forward  to  exciting  times
ahead!”
With  the  successful  launch  of  the  first  5  projects
SEStran  will  be  working  in  2019  with  partners  in
Edinburgh, East and Mid Lothian to increase the GO e-
Bike footprint,  delivering more hubs across the South
East of Scotland and encouraging more people to get
on their GO e-Bike!
The  link  for  the  hub  website  will  be  up  soon  at
www.bikepunks.org.uk
For more information contact: 
Peter  Jackson  peter.jackson@sestran.gov.uk or  Dave
Hodson daveh@tweeddaleyouth.co.uk
Links to project web-page:
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/projects
Twitter: @GO_eBike
Links to RTS: 
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/info/about-sestran/
Links to Scottish Government 2017/18 programme for
government:
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00524214.pdf

April Wildside
Last month I talked about all those signs of Spring, yet it feels slow to get going. 
I’m obviously too impatient and to be fair I have heard or
seen a few markers. Yesterday we were treated to the
sound of chiff chaffs while driving in the car. We’d gone
for a wee drive to look for some signs of the season and
were not disappointed as far as seeing lambs went and
there  are  masses  of  roadside  daffodils  and  aconites.
And yes, a lot of daffs have been purposefully planted
but  they’re  growing  and  displaying  their  delightful
blooms. It’s still nature.
I haven’t seen or heard of ospreys here yet but they are
reported as having returned further north. We did see a
lot of wild geese on the hill near the reservoir up in the
hills above Thornilee and, of course, heard those chiff
chaffs.  Other  than  one  brown  hare,  we  saw  no  wild
mammals. 
The weekly shopping trip to Galashiels usually results in
hearing a lot of chiff chaffs especially the A72 between
Cloven and Gala. We’ll soon be looking out for swallows
and  martins  and  listening  for  cuckoos.  Recently  we
heard  the  green  woodpecker  ‘laughing’  which  we
haven’t heard for a couple of years. I’ve heard and seen

curlews. I watched two land in a field near West Bold
farm and certainly they can also be heard in the hills
above the farm.  Although I  haven’t  seen frog or  toad
spawn myself, it is out there and insects are busy now
too. 
There are some very big bumble bees about and I’ve
seen  hoverflies  and  butterflies.  On  a  sunny  day  last
week,  we  saw  first  a  tortoiseshell,  then  a  peacock
butterfly, feeding on the aubretia in the garden pots. I’ve
been  checking  on  the  overwintering  plants  in  the
greenhouse  and  planting  some  out  into  pots  and
troughs for some early colour, so those insects can try
polyanthus as well as aubretia. For insects it’s important
to have a succession of flowers to feed on so I try to do
that in our garden. This time of year is all about getting
ready for the new season, so the dog getting his hair cut
benefits birds’ nests. 
The nest boxes are all ready, there’s plenty of flowers
for the bugs and all the bird feeders are full and there’s
fresh water in all my water pots and saucers. 
I’m ready, let’s hope the weather plays ball.

COOKING ON A BUDGET
Walkerburn Village Hall - Tuesday 11 June, 11am to 1pm.

The ‘You can Cook’ team will be doing a free and interactive workshop presentation, fully funded by the Lottery
Community Fund in association with Financial Inclusion Project Borders.

To reserve a place ring 0300 303 9696.

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00524214.pdf
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/info/about-sestran/
https://twitter.com/go_ebike
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/projects
http://www.bikepunks.org.uk/


FINANCIAL HEALTH CHECKS INITIATIVE
The ‘Financial Health Check Initiative’ is delivered by the Citizens Advice Network in Scotland and backed
by the Scottish Government. 
It aims to motivate low income families to seek financial
advice to maximise their income by ensuring that they
are not  paying more for essential  goods and services
than  they  need  to  and  that  they  are  getting  all  the
benefits,  grants  and  exemptions  (council  tax,  energy
etc.) to which they are entitled.  It also allows them to
access support and impartial advice where they need to
e.g. debt advice.
This new service has already helped hundreds of Scots 

maximise their income.  One call to the free ‘phoneline
on 0800 085 7145 is all it takes for families to find out
what they are eligible for.  Clients can also access the
service through any of our bureau across Scotland.
Any low income household can also access a financial
health check.
We  want  everyone  to  be  aware  that  there   is  free
financial support out there for them and that they don’t
need to feel scared or worried about calling us.

  

WALKERBURN OLD AGE PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 Walkerburn OAPs held their March meeting in the Village Hall on  12th, when we played several games of
Dominoes and enjoyed a blether with our tea and biscuits.
Anne Kenyon won the Dominoes and Beth Tocher got
the booby prize. Anne Kenyon also won the raffle.
Our annual Coffee Morning was held on Saturday 23rd
March in the Hall and we would like to thank everyone
who  attended  and  supported  us.   Thanks  also  to
everyone who contributed to these stalls and donated
the raffle prizes. We made a total of £343, which is a

welcome boost to our funds.  Many thanks to everyone
who attended and made the day such a success.
Our next  meeting will  be held in the Hall  on Tuesday
April 9th at 2.30, and we look forward to members and
friends  joining  us  for  a  pleasant  afternoon's
entertainment. Our AGM is on May12th at 2.00pm.
For any other information please contact Mary on 01896
870246 or Anne on 01896 870757.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF HOME BASICS!
 We want to express our thanks to Walkerburn residents for their ongoing support over the years!
Home  Basics  are  thrilled  to  be  celebrating  20  years
supporting vulnerable people in local communities. Each
year  our  work  directly  benefits  around  400  people
helping those in real need set up comfortable homes. In
addition  to  this,  due  to  generous  donations  of  quality
furniture, we are also able to offer fantastic household
items  at  low  cost  to  the  general  public  through  our
Walkerburn and Hawick stores. This helps ensure our
business model is sustainable and we can continue to
meet the needs of those most vulnerable in society.
The impact of the organisation over the years is vast. 
Together, we prevent around 120 tonnes of household
items  going  to  landfill  each  year.  This  helps  us
encourage  a  re-use  mind-set  in  society  across  the
Scottish Borders, which in turn benefits our 

environment.
Home  Basics  offer  volunteer  opportunities  too.  For
those  seeking  to  learn  new  skills,  meet  new  people,
keep active, be part of local community initiatives and
part  of  a  team.  Our  volunteers  are  critical  to  the
organisation’s operation. We are grateful for over 6,500
volunteer hours donated last year alone. Wow! What a
gift!
To celebrate our 20th year, we are rolling out our new
look! Please do pop in to Walkerburn or Hawick, check
our latest stock and continue to support our cause.
Thank you to the people of Walkerburn.

Mim Wright, (Marketing Coordinator)
Home Basics (Tweeddale) Ltd.  Tel: 01896-870455

www.homebasics.org.uk

BURNing Issues Contributors
Please remember to submit any letters, articles or other material for inclusion in the May 2019 issue by the last day

of April.
Thank you!

http://www.homebasics.org.uk/


WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL: April/May
Date Event Time

April
Tuesday 16th Lunch Club (Last one of the Season) 12 noon
Wednesday 17th Community Council Meeting 7.00pm
Sunday 21st Church Service in the Park 

(Rolls and coffee in the Village Hall afterwards)
8.30am

Monday 22nd Michelle Ballantyne MSP Surgery 1.00-1.30pm
Monday 29th Community Hub 10.00-1.00pm

May
Saturday 4th Festival Coffee Morning 10.00-11.30am
Saturday 11th Vegetable Association Coffee Morning 10.00-11.30am
Tuesday 14th OAP’s AGM 2.00pm
Wednesday 15th Community Council Meeting 7.00pm

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN WALKERBURN VILLAGE HALL
Mondays MindfulYoga  7.00 – 8.45pm
Wednesdays Tai Chi (closed group) 10.15 – 11.45am
Thursdays Youth Club 6.30pm
Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 – 9.00pm

Anyone interested in booking the hall, please contact Win Pennel on 01896 870236 
Note:  Hall Rental charge for up to three hours use is £18

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Electricity SBNetworks 0800-0929290

Gas 0800-111999
Scottish Water 0800-0778778 www.scottishwater.co.uk

Floodline 0845-9881188 www.sepa.org.uk/flooding 
Childline 088-1111

Samaritans phone or text 116123 
www.samaritans.org.uk

NHS 24  111 or 0845-242424 www.nhs24.com 
St Ronans Health Centre 01896-830203

Police non-emergency 101 
Police emergency 999

Pollution Report Line 0800-807060
Scottish Borders Council 0300-1001800

SB Alert www.sbalert.co.uk

MD MOWERS
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair”

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business
Mob: 07517-154 868 e-mail: mjdee1982@gmail.com

Contact BURNing Issues at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com

mailto:mjdee1982@gmail.com
mailto:mjdee1982@gmail.com
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