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WALKERBURN DEVELOPMENT TRUST AGM 
The Development Trust AGM took place on 29th August. 
Our thanks to all attendees and to those of you who 
sent in proxy votes for constitutional amendments.  
There were 17 votes in favour of both amendments 
(none against) future membership will be open to those 
who own property in the village as well as residents. 
Charity trustees will serve a term of three years but in 
future they do not have to retire at each A.G.M. and then 
be re- elected. 
Another change is that the £1 membership subscription 
will no longer be necessary.  We are now a Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation so this is no 
longer a requirement. 
We have purchased a new mower and strimmer to 
improve maintenance in the area adjoining the 
allotments.  The surface washed off the paths in that 
area and they are being repaired. 

The Chairperson reported that work has begun again on 
the multi-purpose path to Innerleithen and is hoped to 
be completed by November.  This project, fully 
supported by the Trust is being undertaken by SBC. 
The village calendar raised £280 last year and next 
year’s will very soon be on  sale at the cafe and post 
office.  The calendar shows some beautiful views of the 
area around the village, and is a bargain at just £4. 
We would love to see our village looking prettier than 
ever.  If you would be interested in a bit of creative 
gardening in odd corners or have plants, large pots etc. 
surplus to requirements please get in touch by email on 
mail@walkerburn.com 
We have vacancies for board members so if you would 
like join us or find out more again get in touch. 

 

Comedy Sketch Evenings 
“Bad Outtakes” presents ‘An 80s Sketch Show’.   

Take a trip down to the 80s at Walkerburn Village Hall on the 26th and 27th of October!   
Doors open 7.00pm.   Starts 7.30pm. 

In a totally original Sketch show including; Comedy, Doc Brown, Exclusive fake concerts, a very evil “villain”, an 
enthusiastic game show host and an 80s disco to end the night. So dress like you lived in the 80s if you want. Plus 
many more characters and surprise 80s icons! There will be a licensed bar and a 80s themed buffet to go with your 

night! 
Tickets are on sale now at www.borderevents.com and Walkerburn Post Office. 

 

News From The Hall 
Dates for your diary: 

18th September David Mundell our MP is holding a surgery at 3.30pm 
29th September Miranda Mitchell is organising a Macmillan coffee morning 

6th October Walkerburn SWI are holding a coffee morning 
9th October Walkerburn Pensioners recommence on Tuesday at 2pm in the Hall 

23rd October Walkerburn Guild are meeting at 2pm 
Friday 26th and Saturday 27th October Arran Houston’s Comedy Sketch Evenings in aid of Hall funds 
11th November Remembrance Sunday - all welcome for refreshments in the Hall after the wreath laying 

ceremony. 
17th November Curry Night in aid of Hall Funds 
More details to follow in the next Burning Issues 

 

Bowling Club Annual Duck Race 

Winners will be announced on 30th September. 
First Prize £100,  Second Prize £50,  Third Prize £25. 

Tickets on sale at Walkerburn Post Office, Caberston Café,  HB Club and from members. 
Please support your Bowling and Petanque Cub! 

 

BURNing Issues Contributors 
Please remember to submit any articles, letters or other material for the October issue of the newsletter by the last 

day of September. Thank you. 

mailto:mail@walkerburn.com
http://www.borderevents.com/


 

 
WILLIAM KENYON 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
All interior, exterior and floor tiling work 

undertaken to the highest standard. 

Telephone/Fax 01896 870757 

Walkerburn Rugby Club 
 

 
Open for Birthdays and other Social 

events. 
For bookings please contact the 

Secretary at 
secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk 

Latest news on Facebook: 
Walkerburn RFC 

“Would You Like To Improve The Way 
You Feel?” 

TWEED THERAPY CENTRE 
(Est. 1994) 

(Free Consultation) 

 
HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 

Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM 
Walkerburn EH43 6AF 

01896-870440 or 07771934965 
tweedtherapy@aol.com 

 

Walkerburn Bowling Club 
The Bowls section can now look back over a very successful Peeblesshire League season, 
winning the majority of their games, often against much stronger opposition from bigger clubs.   
They finished just 2 points shy of 3rd place 
in the Peeblesshire League – ahead of 
some much bigger teams.  Fortunately, The 
weather stayed kind to us, with the 

exception of just one missed fixture (which may well 
have cost us the ‘Bronze Medal’ league position!). 
We enjoyed a hugely entertaining evening when we 
played our annual challenge match against the local 
Rotary Club.  Amazingly, the team scores added up to 3 
28 points each – the first time the teams have tied, and 
the first time for some while that the Bowls Club have 
come near to defeat.  To round the evening off, the post-
match teas and some pleasant entertainment (plus a 
profitable raffle!) brought the fixture to an end.  Our 
grateful thanks go to the Rotary Club for another 
enjoyable match.   
As the season draws to a close, the postponed Mackay 
Trophy will be contested on Saturday 15th September 

and then the bowlers will bring the season to an end 
with a day of competitions and fun for all ages and all 
abilities on Sunday 30th September, starting at 2.00pm.  
We hope foe a good attendance and all are welcome. 
Petanque 
The Petanque team has a final fixture, against Inverleith, 
to fulfil in complete their South of Scotland league.  The 
regular Friday afternoons sessions have taken good 
advantage of much good weather and will continue 
throughout the coming seasons as players take 
advantage of the all-weather facilities.   Like the famous 
Windmill Theatre, “we never close”! 
Don’t forget, we are always looking for new members – 
both young and old.  Anyone wishing to join will be made 
most welcome.  We also have junior sets of bowls and 
boules for younger players to use.   
Anyone wanting more details can contact us on 01896-
870251 or e-mail geoles2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

The Little 
Secretarial 
Company 

 

For secretarial 
& admin services 

 
Please call Hilary Little 

 
1896 870 655 (Home) 

07412 388 993 (Mobile) 

Attar’s Alterations 

 
Dress Making and all Alterations on 

Jeans, Dresses, Suits, Jackets, 
Trousers, Shirts. 

New Zips and Curtains 
Tel: 07931 772625 & 07901 883592 

e-mail: attar@qualityservice.com 

“HAIR AT HOME” 
Val Smart 

Mobile Hairdresser 
07852 302 755 

22 Years Experience 

 
 

Walkerburn Community Website 
If you want to know “What’s On” at the village hall, who to contact about a particular local group, or want a number for a 

local tradesman, the community website is the place to go. 
If your group is not on the local contacts list, please send details to mail@walkerburn.com. 

Note:  If you want to advertise an event in the village you don’t have to wait for the next issue of Burning Issues, but can 

mailto:geoles2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:attar@qualityservice.com
mailto:mail@walkerburn.com


send information direct to mail@walkerburn.com for posting onto the “what’s on” page. 
 

Change Works 
Change Works in Peebles is a local project helping to reduce energy costs and improve warmth in local homes, 
schools and businesses. 
The project is piloting new approaches to energy efficiency 
with the community and is funded by Scottish Borders 
Council, Changeworks and the Scottish Government. 
Additional funding recently announced through the Scottish 
Government’s Energy Efficient Scotland programme 
means that householders, businesses and community 
groups across all of Tweeddale can now benefit from the 
support and advice available. 
The project has been based in the Old Corn Exchange on 
Peebles High Street since February 2018. During this time, 
project staff have worked with the Peebles community and 
local businesses providing energy efficiency advice and 
support. Over 800 people have visited the Peebles hub to 
date to access face to face advice or attend events. Home 
Energy Scotland, Resource Efficient Scotland and 
Business Gateway are all involved in the support and 
advice available. 
Donna Marshall, Project Manager of Change Works in 
Peebles, said: “We are delighted to have received 
confirmation of funding to extend the Change Works in 
Peebles project to the wider Tweeddale area. We look 
forward to working with the community over the next 18 
months to help support householders and businesses to 
make energy efficiency improvements, cut carbon 
emissions and reduce energy bills.” 

Some of the ways that the Change Works in Peebles 
project can help local householders, businesses and 
community groups include: 
Providing advice and support to improve the energy 
efficiency of your home or business 
Arranging an energy audit of your home or business with 
recommendations on how to reduce bills and improve 
energy performance 
Helping householders to find a contractor to carry out 
energy efficiency work and providing quality assurance 
support 
Providing access to free smart technology – real time 
energy monitoring system to allow you to see how much 
gas and electricity you are using. 
You can get involved with the Change Works in Peebles 
project and find out about upcoming events by dropping in 
to the hub on Peebles High Street, emailing 
peebles@changeworks.org.uk, following the Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/ChangeWorksinPeebles  or by 
calling 01721-722810. 
Change Works in Peebles would also be keen to hear from 
you if you would like arrange a talk to a local community 
group or are able to offer display space at an upcoming 
event. 

 

September Wildside 
It’s the last day of August as I write and this has been the first day to see all the spider webs in the hedge due to 
low temperatures and heavy dew. 
Autumn is dawning and I love this time of year. Many 
gardens are looking tired after a particularly hot, dry 
summer but most crops have done well. Not being a lover 
of redcurrants, a few years I bought 3 cheap redcurrant 
plants for the birds. Last year I enjoyed watching 
blackbirds enjoying them. The way they toss them down 
their throats, head back and seem to really relish them. 
This year they have been so heavy in fruit and look 
wonderful; like shiny red jewels hanging down and I look 
forward to blackbirds and thrushes enjoying them again. I 
may, next year, have a go at making redcurrant jelly with 
some of the crop if they are successful again. There are 
plenty of berries around again this year with rowan and 
hawthorn berries (haws) plentiful so there’s plenty there for 
the birds. The swallows and martins are gathering together 
to make the long flight south and we’ll soon have the 
northern migrants here for the winter helping eat all those 
berries. Whether you grow for the table, the Walkerburn 
vegetable show (coming soon) or the birds, keep your eyes 

peeled while you’re out cropping. There are still plenty of 
insects to see. Buddlejas have been quite late blooming 
but there are still a few cabbage whites and lots of peacock 
butterflies very happy about that as they get a late feed. 
The bees and hoverflies seem quite happy too, although 
there’s plenty of other nectar-rich plants they love. It’s 
interesting to watch what insects feed on most in the 
garden. I’ve decided everything loves a marigold 
(Calendula sp). Bees, butterflies - everything seems to find 
them attractive and they are really easy to grow from 
seeds- some seeded themselves from last year in the 
gravel path. A perennial plant I’d never noticed was so 
attractive to insects before is Eryngium sp or sea holly. It’s 
had lots of intense purply-blue flowers this year and crawls 
with hoverflies. It is also enjoyed by butterflies. My sedum 
is only just flowering so the insects will have food for a wee 
while longer - until the first frosts come. Then I’ll really see 
lots of spiders’ webs in the morning. In the meantime, 
enjoy the Autumn sunshine. 

 

mailto:mail@walkerburn.com
mailto:peebles@changeworks.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ChangeWorksinPeebles


WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 15th August, 2018. 

Present: Dr S. Henderson (Chairman), Mrs L. Thornton (Secretary), Ms M.  Daykin, Ms E. Guy, Mr I. McVean, Mrs I. 
Ogilvie-Wilson, Mr G. Thornton, Mr P. Waller. Ex Officio: Cllr. S. Haslam, Councillor S. Bell 
 

Apologies and Notices. 
Apologies for absence received from Miss McIntosh, Cllr. R. 
Tatler  P.C. Burnside 
Notices regarding closure of Caddenfoot Road on 24th 
August, Tweedvale Court in September, and 
commencement of improvements to Dirtpot Corner.   
Also, Walkerburn Community Development Trust AGM on 
29th August. 
Police Report. 
No report for July/August period. 
Members of the public are reminded to remain vigilant and 
contact Police by ‘phone on 101 if they have any 
suspicions regarding person(s) or vehicles. 
Please e-mail any feedback to: 
christopher.burnside@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
Approval of the Amended Draft Minutes July Meeting.   
Acceptance of these minutes was proposed by Mrs 
Ogilvie-Wilson and seconded by Mr P. Waller and passed 
by members. 
Matters Arising from the July Minutes. 
a) Jenni Craig, Service Director – Customer & 
Communities, SBC regarding Area Partnerships. Concerns 
have been expressed by the Scottish Borders Community 
Councils’ Network about the format and structure of the 
meetings and, whilst a planned review of the Area 
Partnerships is not due until mid-2019, she is keen to get 
some initial feedback from community councillors. She is 
inviting community council to submit a response to a 
questionnaire. 
Secretary has asked Mary Daykin to complete the 
questionnaire, as she is our representative 
b) Mr Waller reported that he had an enquiry from a 
resident regarding ownership and maintenance of the 
section along the river beyond the Alexandra Park walkway 
and as far as the Tweedholm Garages.  This appears to be 
a ‘no man’s land’ area of ground and both SBHA and SBC 
may be responsible for it.  Secretary will enquire of Jason 
Hedley regarding this. 
Secretary has requested a site meeting with Jason Hedley 
to discuss this matter. 
c) Mrs Thornton reported that she had been asked if SBC 
could erect a sign post adjoining the Caberston Café to 
indicate where to turn off for the Bowling Club.  The 
clubhouse premises do not have a postal address and this 
is causing problems for anyone relying on a satnav system 
to find it. 
Secretary Jason Hedley contacted regarding this 
d) Ms Daykin informed the secretary that vegetation on the 
unadopted pathway from the George Hotel to Park Avenue 
and asked for her thanks to be passed on to whoever had 
done that. 
She also reported that a younger member of the 
community had asked to be co-opted onto the Community 
to represent the views of younger residents.  Members 
were unanimously very pleased to hear of this offer, but 
were informed that Council Regulations stipulated that it 
was first necessary to be over 18 years of age and to be 
registered on the local voters roll.  Secretary will pass on 
this information. Ms Daykin still awaits a reply from Ruth 
Kerr in respect of the local bus campaign and will report 
back as soon as any information is forthcoming. 

She also passed on a request from a Glenbenna resident 
who is very concerned about the difficulty of driving 
between the back road and the old railway station because 
of overgrown vegetation on all sides of the ‘triangle’ area.  
SB Local will be asked to deal with this. 
Mrs Thornton has asked Mary Daykin to complete the 
questionnaire, as she is our representative. 
Also, she has spoken to the person concerned regarding 
co-option.  As he is not years of age, he is prohibited from 
joining the community council just now. 
Cllr Tatler will be contacting SB Local regarding the back 
road triangle. 
e) Mr Thornton agreed to speak with owners of properties 
at Scrogbank and Elibank and report back to Mr Johnstone 
regarding the proposed routing of an extended pathway 
from Walkerburn to Clovenfords. 
(Landowners are emphatic that they do not want the 
pathway to pass through their properties, citing reasons 
that include spoiling views across the river and disruption 
to sheep grazings. 
Correspondence for period 19th July to 15th August 
2018 
All e-mails already circulated to Members. 
Remembrance Sunday 
Mr Thornton reported that he had spoken to Church of 
Scotland Minister, Rev. Miller Milloy, who will attend the 
ceremony.  Appointment has been arranged for 29th 
August to discuss service arrangements in detail.  
Invitations have also been sent to Lord Lieutenant Huw 
Strachan, former Lord Lieutenant David Younger and 
former Deputy Lieutenant Gilbert Archer and Mrs Archer. 
Mr Archer has replied to accept on behalf of him and Mrs 
Archer. 
Mrs Thornton has confirmed that Guides and Brownies will 
be in attendance and will lay a wreath and that she was 
contacting helpers to assist with refreshments etc. 
Col. And Mrs Purves will order wreaths on behalf of the 
Community Council and have contacted Police re 
necessary road diversion on A72 and also completed 
required Risk Assessments etc. 
Mr Waller suggested that notices be posted in village 
emphasising the open invitation to all Walkerburn residents 
to attend the gathering in the hall after the wreath-laying 
ceremony.  Members also suggested that the Post Office 
might be decorated accordingly. 
Arrangements will continue to be announced in Burning 
Issues and publicised widely in the village. 
Reports by Members. 
a) Mr Waller reported that a resident had complained to 
him about the footpath along the A72 towards Innerleithen 
was overgrown in places and foliage needed cutting back.  
He will pass on the information that such complaints can 
be dealt with directly on-line to SBC.  If that is unsuccessful 
he will speak to Councillor Bell about this problem/ 
b) Mrs Thornton again asked whether there might be a 
possibility for more dog bins to be located in the village – 
especially along Galashiels Road and Peebles Road.  
These are much needed, despite the presence of existing 
bins near the rugby club and the Caberston Fishing Hut. 
However, Councillor Haslam pointed out that the Council 
no longer supplies bins. 

mailto:-christopher.burnside@Scotland.pnn.police.uk


Mrs Thornton also reported that she had purchased a new 
lock for the resilience store and had been in touch with Iain 
Weir to arrange for the broken lock to be removed in order 
for the replacement lock to be fitted.   
c) Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson asked for thanks to be conveyed to 
all who have been concerned with the extension to the 
Walkerburn/Innerleithen Pathway.  Contractors are now 
ahead of schedule and the whole area has been 
transformed.  It is expected that work will be completed by 
the end of September. 
d) Ms Daykin enquired whether the Council could provide 
yellow high-visibility jackets for wearing when voluntary 
work was being done in the village.  Mrs Thornton 
mentioned that we could use the jackets provided for 
Resilience call-outs.  They are stored in the Resilience 
shed and come in various sizes.  She also asked about the 
problem of various dead trees in Park Avenue.  Councillor 
Bell was able to inform members that this is being dealt 
with.  There is an on-going tree survey being carried out by 
SBC Neighbourhood Operations. 
She also drew attention to the forthcoming Innerleithen 
Music Festival – an event that is of benefit to all 
communities in the area.  This is a high class and eclectic 
event and she hoped that everyone in Walkerburn would 
support it. 
f) Mr McVean pointed out that the SBC response to his 
complaint about roadworks in Park Avenue had been 
immediate and thanked those responsible for finally 
completing the repairs. 
g) Ms Guy informed members that there is a major 
Tweedlove cycle event taking place in the vicinity of 
Walkerburn this coming weekend and will be one of 
various upcoming races and meetings scheduled for the 
Tweed Valley.  Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson asked her to see if 
warning signs could be erected at the A72 Caberston Road 
junction.  Ms Guy will look into this.  Councillor Bell also 
asked her to keep members informed of any progress with 
the Forestry and Tourism work scheduled for the Tweed 
Valley area. 
Reports by SBC Councillors. 
a) Councillor Haslam was pleased to report that the Dirtpot 
Corner roadworks had now started and asked residents to 
have patience as these major improvements continue.  
Delays will be kept to the minimum possible. 
She also mentioned the continuation of the pathway to and 
beyond Innerleithen and pointed out that there will be 
ongoing works on the Cardrona section, especially at the 
bridge, and that dismount boxes are being built to assist 
horse riders. 
b)  Councillor Bell confirmed that he was pleased with 
progress being made to complete the pathway to 
Innerleithen and confirmed that expected it to be 
completed within about six weeks. 
He reported that, as a result of numerous concerns being 
raised, he and Ms Guy were meeting with Tweed Valley 
Trails Association to discuss the problem of unauthorised 
‘wild’ trails and to seeks ways of ensuring that these could 
be constructed in a responsible manner, so as not to cause 
damage to wildlife and the forest environment. 
He also mentioned that he had attended the Home Basics 
AGM and was very pleased to report that it had been a 

very upbeat and positive meeting.  Although he was 
concerned by the rise in needs for food banks, and the 
attendant problems, he was encouraged by the 
improvement in work done by Home Basics, although the 
Hawick site still needs to be improved.  The Walkerburn 
site is very important and he stressed the importance of 
Gift Aid.  Finally, he stressed strongly that, contrary to 
some mindless and ill-informed local ‘social media’ reports, 
Home Basics is NOT and will not be closing.  Would those 
responsible for spreading baseless rumours please note, 
and please desist. 
Finally, Councillor Bell was at last able to report that, at last, 
work was in progress to install uprights to support the 
damaged wall in Galashiels Road.  Costings are being 
drawn up in readiness for work to commence. 
Any Other Business.   
a) Members referred back to the request from younger 
member of the community to be co-opted onto the 
Community to represent the views of younger residents.  
Members had been informed that it was first necessary to 
be over 18 years of age and to be registered on the local 
voters roll.  However, Councillors pointed out that the 
voting age in Scotland now allows for anyone who is 16 
years or older to vote in elections.  Chairman agreed that a 
proposal to amend this stipulation in the Walkerburn C.C. 
Constitution should be put forward at the next A.G.M. so 
that members could vote on it. 
b) Ms Daykin raised concerns regarding the proposed 
closures of Visit Scotland information premises in the 
Borders.  Members agreed that this seemed a retrograde 
step and asked Councillors to investigate further whether 
alternative steps could be taken to ensure that visitors 
were given adequate information and encouragement to 
stay in and explore our region.  Councillors pointed out that 
funding was split 50%-50% between SBC and Visit 
Scotland, but drew attention to the fact that these facilities 
were being used much less than in past years.  Funding 
from the profits generated by accommodation bookings 
had dwindled markedly following the popularity of internet 
sites such as Trip Advisor and had resulted in a big deficit 
in income.  Anyone who wishes to protest at these closures 
should write to Paula Ward, the Regional Director.  Email: 
paula.ward@visitscotland.co.uk 
However, various alternatives are being looked at, such as 
the installation of interactive ‘touch screens’.   Also, in her 
role as co-ordinator of the Tweed Valley Visitors working 
party, Emma Guy will be working on plans for effective 
Tourism projects. 
c) Mrs Thornton also mentioned that a concerned resident 
had complained about the problem of fires being 
irresponsibly lit during the present dry spell.  There was 
nearly a serious incident in Elibank Forest and much 
bigger problem was narrowly averted by the prompt action 
of the local Fire Brigade.  She asked residents to be aware 
of this and not to hesitate in calling Emergency Services if 
similar incidences occur. 
Date of the Next WDCC Meeting.   
At present, it is anticipated that there will not be a 
September meeting.  However, should it become 
necessary, that meeting will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 
19th September. 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL: September/October 
Date Event Time 

September 

Sunday 16th Church Service 10.00am 

Tuesday 18th Lunch Club 
David Mundell MP Surgery in ante room 

12 noon 
3.30 - 4.00pm 

Saturday 22nd Walkerburn SWI Coffee Morning 10.00 - 11.30am 

Tuesday 25th Walkerburn Guild 2.00 - 4.00pm 

Saturday 29th Macmillan Coffee Morning (Miranda Mitchell) 10.00 - 11.30am 

Sunday 30th Church Service 10.00am 

October 

Tuesday 2nd Lunch Club 12 noon 

Wednesday 3rd SWI 7.00pm 

Monday 8th Mindful Yoga restarts 7.00 - 9.00pm 

Tuesday 9th Walkerburn Pensioners in ante room 2.00 - 4.00pm 

Tuesday 16th Lunch Club 12 noon 

Wednesday 17th Walkerburn and District Community Council 7.00pm 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN WALKERBURN VILLAGE HALL 

Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 - 9.00pm 

Mondays MindfulYoga   (Not on 17th and 24th Sept and 1st Oct) 7.00 - 8.45pm 

Wednesdays Tai Chi 10.15 - 11.45am 

Thursdays Youth Club 6.30 - 8.30pm 

Anyone interested in booking the hall, please contact Win Pennel on 01896 870236 
Note:  Hall Rental charge for up to three hours use is £18 

 

 

MD MOWERS 
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair” 

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business 
Mob: 07517-154 868 

e-mail: mjdee1982@gmail.com 

 

 
Contact BURNing Issues at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com 
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