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WALKERBURN SUMMER FESTIVAL
Congratulations to two very special Walkerburn youngsters! 
Tiegan Hunter is this year’s Festival Lass and Kayla Amos is the 2018 Essay
Winner. We wish both of them all the best for a very enjoyable and successful
Festival. The Annual Festival Week commences on Sunday 24th June with a
Church Service in the Village Hall and finishes on Saturday 30th June. 
All  details  will  be in the programme, which will  be available to buy for £1 at
Walkerburn Post Office or from any Committee Member.  Funds from sale of
programmes will go towards Festival costs. 
Please support us by buying one. Also, any donations of raffle prizes would be
most welcome!

JOIN WALKERBURN’S GREEN GYM!
Volunteers are needed to help to mow and strim the grass on Jubilee Park between Galashiels Road and
Tweedholm Avenue.  
Even an hour every now and then would help.  Exercise
and fresh air, and a chance to help the community and
make  Walkerburn  a  more  attractive  place.   Contact
mail@walkerburn.com
Despite  what  many  people  think  this  area  is  not  the
responsibility of SBC.  It is leased by WCDT as part of
the  package  which  enabled  the  allotments  to  be
provided.

After the objections to the tree planting idea, the Trust
negotiated with the Tesco Bags of Help funders to allow
the remaining money to be used to buy grass cutting
equipment.  This was a direct  response to the raising of
maintenance as an issue.  A good mower is now being
used to cut the grass – but we need more people to help
to share the load.   If  you can spare an hour or so a
month (or more often!)  please get in touch

NO PROGRESS ON A NEW PLAYPARK FOR WALKERBURN
Following the opposition to the idea of planting a living memorial to the village’s First World War dead,
Walkerburn Community Development Trust decided to respond to the wish of those at the meeting back in
October by assisting with the proposal for putting a play park in the Jubilee Park.
The Trust hosted a meeting in April to discuss this idea
and to offer  support  to those who wished to lead the
proposal.  The meeting resulted in many ideas for giving
more activities to the young people of the village.  (This
was reported in the last issue)  However, no-one came
forward  then  or  since  (by  contacting  on
mail@walkerburn.com) and so at present it  will  not be
taken forward.

The Trust  is  very conscious  that  any  proposal  needs
planning  to  ensure  its  sustainability  in  terms  of
maintenance, safety and future running costs.  We feel
therefore that more involvement of those whose children
will  use  the  playpark  is  vital  to  the  success  of  any
project.  Anyone interested can still get in touch and the
Trust  will  assist  with  obtaining  funding  and  other
support.

NEWS FROM THE HALL
Thanks to ASDA Galashiels and all who voted for us in January with their green tokens - we received £200.

Please support the Hall by voting with your BLUE tokens each time you shop in TESCO Peebles in May and June.
It would be amazing if we could win the top amount of £4000.

Strawberry Tea
Tuesday 19th June – 2.00pm to 4.00pm at St Andrews Church, Leithen Road, Innerleithen

Annual Christian Aid Tea Party
(Suggested Donation £3.00)

Pothole Reporting
In view of the many problems with potholes on our local roads, Burning Issues would like everyone to know that

there is a ‘Pothole Reporting’ section on the SBC website.  
To report a pothole or road fault on a public road you need to know the location and details of the fault then either:

Report it Online (also gives the option to attach a photograph)
Report it to Customer Advice and Support Services on 0300 100 180

mailto:mail@walkerburn.com
mailto:mail@walkerburn.com


The Little 
Secretarial Company

For secretarial 
& admin services

Please call Hilary Little

1896 870 655 (Home) 
07412 388 993 (Mobile)

Attar’s Alterations

Dress Making and all Alterations on 
Jeans, Dresses, Suits, Jackets,

Trousers, Shirts.
New Zips and Curtains

Tel: 07931 772625 & 07901 883592
e-mail: attar@qualityservice.com

“HAIR AT HOME”
Val Smart

Mobile Hairdresser
07852 302 755

22 Years Experience

Walkerburn Bowling Club
The 2018 season is going well for the club, despite our rather depleted club membership.  
Unsurprisingly, we have experienced some
mixed fortunes weather wise, but have so
far  avoided  getting  soaked.   Last  week’s
game against St Ronan’s I was even played
in  glorious  sunshine!   Results  have  been

very good and we have had the better of four out of six
matches played.   The two losing games were against
top of the league teams and all of our players acquitted
themselves very well.  We would like to say a big “thank
you” to the HB Club for letting us use their facilities to
enjoy some pleasant conversation and a cup of tea after
our home games.  Thanks also to Lesley for acting as
our ‘resident tea lady, and to John for supplying a grand
variety  of  biscuits.   Our  two  youngest  members  can
testify to the quality of the catering!  
 The green is looking in great shape, even though the
Spring treatment has been behind schedule, in common
with many other greens.   It has played extremely well
and will improve more as the Summer sun continues to
shine.   Thanks  to  David  for  the  regular  twice-weekly
cutting.
Despite  piles  of  scaffolding  and  builders’  materials
making the site a bit of an obstacle course as we await

the  rebuilding  of  the  clubhouse,  our  enthusiastic
Petanque  section  continues  to  thrive  and  has  been
making the most of its ‘Friendly Friday’ afternoon games
with  the  addition  of  some  improvised  ‘al  fresco’
refreshments  after  their  Friday  afternoon games.   We
offer  a  warm  welcome  (and  a  share  of  the  teas!)  to
learners and more experienced players who would like
to join us.  For keener players, we also have a series of
Summer matches against other clubs in Edinburgh and
the Borders.   Come along and have a go!
We  are  still  appealing  to  anyone  who  has  old
photographs or memorabilia to lend it to the club for
copying.  We have so far had a good response and all
documents  and  photographs  will  be  returned  after
copying.
Don’t forget, we are always looking for new members –
both  young and old.   We are hoping  to soon have a
splendid new clubhouse for evryone to share and enjoy.
Anyone wishing to join will be made most welcome.  We
also have junior sets of bowls and boules for younger
players to use.  
Anyone wanting more details can contact us on 01896-
870251 or e-mail geoles2@tiscali.co.uk

WALKERBURN COMMUNITY CRAFT CENTRE  ‘CRAFTS4U’
Walkerburn Old Mill Car Park

Tuesday:  1.00pm- 4.00pm (Quilting). Wednesday:  (Your Choice) 7.00pm-9.00pm.
Thursday:  Class in knitting and crochet for beginners and more experienced people 2.00pm-4.00pm.

Friday:  1.00 pm – 4.00pm (Craft-for-Club)
Cost: Members £1.00 per hour, Non Members £1.50 per hour. 

Because of the continuing success of the Club, Membership now costs £20.00 per calendar year and allows you access
to the cabin at all times and Social Membership is £5.00 per calendar year. Newcomers always given a warm welcome. 

Any queries, please contact Jenni Brown on 01896 833883.

 

mailto:geoles2@tiscali.co.uk


Draft Minutes of Walkerburn Public Hall’s Trustees’ A.G.M.
8th May, 2018

Trustees Present:  Mrs. Mags Henderson,  Mrs. Sheila Horsburgh,  Miss Mollie McIntosh MBE,  Mrs. Sheilagh 
Sommerville, Mr. Peter Waller (Secretary and Acting Chairman)
Ex Officio: Mrs. Ruth Griffiths (Treasurer),  Mrs. Win Pennel (Management Committee’s Secretary) 

Welcome and Introduction
Mr.  Waller  said  that  Mr  Grahame,  who  is  unable  to
attend  this  evening’s  AGM,  had asked him to  be  the
Trustees’  Acting  Chairman  and  to  read  out  the
Chairman’s Annual Report.
Mr. Waller said that Mr. Grahame regrets greatly being
absent from the AGM.
He said that Mr. Grahame wanted to remind us that the
Trustees  hold  the  Public  Hall  in  trust  for  the  whole
community,  that  everyone  on  the  electoral  roll  is  a
shareholder  in  the  Hall  and  that  the  Hall’s  survival
depends not only on the efforts of Trustees, members of
the Management Committee and Hall helpers, but also
on  the  support  of  residents  at  coffee  mornings,
functions, etc.
Apologies and Notices
Apologies  for  absence  received  from  Colin  Grahame
and Billy Sommerville.
Approval  of  the  draft  minutes  of  2017’s  Trustees’
AGM
Mr. Waller explained that the draft minutes of last year’s
AGM  had  been  distributed  to  Trustees  and  Mrs.
Griffiths, printed in the July edition of BURNing Issues
and had been handed to people attending this evening’s
meeting.   He asked  for  the  minutes  to  be  approved.
Mrs. Horsburgh proposed approval of the draft minutes;
this was seconded by Mrs. Sommerville and passed. 
Annual Report by the Chairman of Trustees
Mr.  Billy  Sommerville  is  stepping  down as a Trustee,
and  is  replaced  by  Sheilagh  Sommerville,  the  newly
appointed  Chair  of  the  Management  Committee  -  it
being  customary  and  desirable  that  the  Chair  of  the
Management Committee is also a Trustee.  This means
there  are  six  Trustees:  Colin  Grahame,  Mags
Henderson,  Sheila  Horsburgh,  Mollie  McIntosh,
Sheilagh Sommerville and Peter Waller.  The Trustees
reserve the right  to co-opt additional people on to the
Board  of  Trustees  should  their  expertise  be  required.
(Mr. Waller said that he intends to raise the matter of
the election of  Trustees in Any Other  Business - see
below)
At this time last year there was grave concern about the
parlous state of Hall funds.  Happily, over the last twelve
months  things  have improved and this  has happened
largely  because  of  the  sterling  efforts  of  the
Management Committee.  A.J. Griffiths, Ruth Griffiths,
Denise  Hanks,  Kinta  Lindsay,  Mollie  McIntosh,  Win
Pennel and Sheilagh Sommerville have done wonders
to increase hall bookings and thus boost Hall income.  A
sub-committee (Denise Hanks,  Ruth Griffiths and Win
Pennel)  has  sought,  with  some  success,  to  obtain
grants to augment Hall funds.  The Trustees are grateful
for the members of the Management Committee’s hard
work in organizing events and ensuring that  everyday
maintenance is carried out in a timely and cost-effective
way.  At the February meeting of the Hall Trustees Mrs
Pennel  gave a detailed  and encouraging  summary  of
Hall  lettings over the previous months.   The Trustees

would like to thank Win for organizing online bookings
and  for  managing  the  WPH  Facebook  page.   Also,
special thanks go to Denise Hanks for collating booking
applications and for helping to organize entertainments
by liaising with various artists.
In addition, the Trustees are grateful to Ian Pennel for
his  successful  computerization  of  the  Hall’s  heating
system,  as  a  result  of  which  we  have  very  accurate
control  of the boiler  and this has significantly reduced
expenditure on gas and electricity.
The  Trustees  welcome  the  fact  that  they,  and  the
members  of  the  Management  Committee,  now  have
liability insurance, arranged by Ruth at the cost of only
£12 p.a.
The Trustees have updated the Risk Register following
receipt of an email from OSCR which emphasised the
need  for  charity  trustees  to  ensure  that  vulnerable
beneficiaries, volunteers and staff are kept safe and that
“Notifiable  Events”  (e.g.  fraud,  theft  and  abuse  or
mistreatment of vulnerable beneficiaries) are reported to
the  appropriate  authorities.   Copies  of  the  amended
Register have been distributed.
The heaters from Clovenfords Public Hall have arrived
and are being stored in the boiler house.  However, we
have been advised that it will cost about £3,000 to install
just ten of these heaters,  that a new fuse box will  be
needed and that with only five of the heaters operating it
will  still  cost  Hall  funds  £39  an  hour.   It  has  been
decided  that  Ruth  should  search  for  another  charity
willing to use these heaters.
At the Trustees’ meeting in February, it was suggested
that  the  Management  Committee  and  Hall  Trustees
should have their Annual General Meetings on the same
evening  in  May,  with  Trustees  being  present  at  the
Management  Committee’s  AGM and  the  members  of
the  Management  Committee  being  present  at  the
Trustees’ AGM.   This will  reduce repetition and keep
Committee members and Trustees better informed.  The
Trustees thought this an excellent idea. 
Presentation of Accounts
Mrs. Griffiths handed out a summary of payments and
receipts  and a financial  statement for the year ending
31st March, 2018.  The latter showed a closing balance
of  £3,875.02,  compared  to  £2,844.42  in  March 2017.
The meeting was pleased to note the improvement in
the  financial  position  and  in  particular  the  excellent
results from fundraising,  special events and increased
Hall lettings. Approval of the accounts was proposed by
Kinta Lindsay, seconded by Mollie McIntosh and passed
unanimously.   
Sheilagh Sommerville thanked Ruth for her hard work
as Treasurer.
Annual  Report  of  Chair  of  the  Management
Committee
Mrs.  Sommerville  said  it  had been a very busy year,
with a varied programme of events in the Hall
We started off with our coffee morning in June. There
then followed a series of special events:



In July, there was a very interesting evening with Border
Youth  Theatre’s  play  about  life  and  death  in  the
trenches of the First World War.
In October, Ian Landles took us all over the Borders with
photographic slides, songs, stories and jokes.  It was a
delightful evening.
Also in October, our Cabaret Evening with Twilite Duo
was a great success.
In November, Dr. Fotheringham of Clovenfords gave a
most interesting talk about St. Kilda.
Then, in December, Doug Wilson’s Photo Shoot proved
very popular.
In January we had our Haggis, Neeps and Tatties Night,
with entertainment from Bill Harvey and Stuart Henry.
All  these  functions,  along  with  our  regular  bookings,
have brought increased revenue to keep the Hall going.
At the same time we are applying for grants to finance
bigger projects that need to be undertaken..
Mrs.  Sommerville  thanked  the  members  of  the
Management Committee and also to the Friends of the
Hall for all they have done over the last year.
Those present welcomed Mrs. Sommerville’s report and
praised her leadership of the Management Committee.
Any Other Business
Mr. Waller said he wished to raise three items;
At the 2017 Trustees’  AGM the need to have both  a
Board of Trustees and a Management Committee was
questioned.  As promised by Mr Grahame, the Trustees
and  Management  Committee  have  investigated  this

query and have decided that such a change would be
impractical,  if  not  impossible.   Accordingly,  they have
concluded  that  the  Trust  Deed  should  remain
unchanged.
There  was  also  a  suggestion  at  last  year’s  Trustees’
AGM that Walkerburn Public Hall Trust should change
from being registered with OSCR (Office of the Scottish
Charity  Regulator)  and  instead  join  SCIO  (Scottish
Charitable  Incorporated  Organisation).   Mrs.  Griffiths
has  reported  that  the  Management  Committee  have
looked into this and have decided that there would be
no  real  advantage  in  such  a  change;  moreover,  any
attempt to make this change would be laborious, time-
consuming and would probably incur costly legal fees.
The  Trustees  and  the  Management  Committee  have
decided  that  the  Trust  should  remain  registered  with
OSCR.
Next,  Mr.  Waller  said  that  the  Governance  Manual
states it  is  good practice that  the election of Trustees
should take place every five years, although this is not
enforceable  by  the  Trust  Deed.   Given  this
recommendation,  he  pointed  out  that  the  election  of
Trustees is overdue and the Trustees should meet  in
the near future to consider arranging new elections.
The Date of the 2019 Trustees’ AGM
Tuesday, 14th May, at 7.00pm
Acting Chairman’s Closing  Remarks
Mr. Waller thanked all who had attended this evening’s
meeting.

June Wildside
Orange tip butterflies. 
There  are  lots  around  this  year  and  you’re  bound  to

have  seen  them.  It’s  just  the
males that have orange tips to
their  wings.  Their  wing
undersides  and  the  females
are white marbled with greeny-
grey,  very  like  some  of  the
more  common  ‘white’

butterflies. They like damp places and woodland verges
and feed on wild garlic mustard, lady’s smock, honesty
and cuckoo flower  so shady,  grassy verges and field
margins are a good place to see them. They are one of
the first butterfly species to appear and are often seen
as  a  true  sign  of  Spring.  From  the  overwintering
chrysalis,  the butterfly  emerges in  April  and feeds on
nectar. On the wing until  July, it mates and lays small
oval white eggs near the underside of a flower, In a few
days they change to orange in colour and in time, from it
emerges a small green apparently distasteful caterpillar
which will feed on its host plant until it’s time to form a
chrysalis and start the whole cycle once again. The life
cycle of a butterfly is a truly amazing thing with all those
changes.
I haven’t seen as many peacock butterflies as usual but
there are lots of other insects about now. Once again
we  have  lots  of  bees  visiting  the  garden  and  as  I
watched  Springwatch  last  night  with  their  mayfly

emergence,  I thought ‘we had that weeks ago’  so the
South  UK  isn’t  always  ahead  of  us.  With  all  these
insects, the bats are out in force at night again but my
biggest thrill of nightime sightings has been a barn owl
on the south side of the river. I am a bit of an owl freak
anyway but it’s been a few years since I’ve seen a wild
barn owl locally. It is so amazing to see one yet not hear
a  thing.  It’s  no  wonder  they  are  so  successful  at
catching  small  mammals  when  you  can’t  hear  them
coming.  Something I  wasn’t  so pleased to see was a
brown rat. I can admire their tenacity and yes I do know
they have their place but I don’t have to like them. They
use the drainage ditches along the sides of the fields as
their  highways and are good swimmers so there’s  no
stopping them. I’m hoping the barn owl finds them.
This month should see lots of fledgling birds venturing
into the big wide world. Most young will be establishing
their independence in June. Despite having 5 nestboxes
of various descriptions, we don’t have an active nest yet
this  year  so  unless  someone  chooses  one  of  our
property offerings for their second brood, we will rely on
visitors  for  fledgling  sightings.  Our  neighbours  have
swallows  and  house  martins  and  there  will  be  nests
nearby so here’s hoping. We might have a blackbird in
one of the thicker shrubs but I don’t want to poke about
and disturb anyone. Now imagine how I would freak out
if I see baby barn owls! I live in hope.

Burning Issues Contributors
Please submit any articles, letters or other material for the July 2018 issue by the last day of June. 

Thank you. 



WILLIAM KENYON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

All interior, exterior and floor tiling
work undertaken to the highest standard.

Telephone/Fax
01896 870757

Walkerburn Rugby Club

Open for Birthdays and other Social
events.

For bookings please contact the
Secretary at

secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk
Latest news on Facebook: 

Walkerburn RFC

“Would You Like To Improve The Way
You Feel?”

TWEED THERAPY CENTRE 
(Est. 1994)

(Free Consultation)

HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY

Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM
Walkerburn EH43 6AF

01896-870440 or 07771934965
tweedtherapy@aol.com

WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 16th May, 2018.

(Full Minutes are also on the Community website)
Present: Dr S. Henderson (Chairman), Mrs L. Thornton (Secretary), Miss M. McIntosh MBE, Mrs I. Ogilvie-Wilson,  
Mr. D. Thomson,  Mr. G. Thornton,  Mr I. McVean, Mr P. Waller, Ms M. Daykin, 
Ex Officio: Cllr. S. Bell, Cllr. R. Tatler 
Chairman’s Introduction.  
The Chairman welcomed all present 
Presentation by Keith  Fisken,  South East  of  Scotland
Transport Partnership (SESTP)
Mr Fisken gave us an explanation of  the work  of  the
Transport Partnership, which is part of a national plan,
with  an emphasis  on efforts  to promote the use of  e-
bikes.  This region, and the Tweed Valley in particular,
is of increasing importance as a destination for cyclists.
As a means of encouraging even more people to take
up  cycling,  SESTP  are  providing  funding  to  promote
further use of e-bikes.  As such, this necessitates setting
up hubs across the region (some of which are already in
place) to educate people in the use of e-bikes, how to
service and look after them, and to provide places for
re-charging of batteries.  
Local communities, clubs, businesses and other people
interested  in  furthering  these  aims  are  being
encouraged  to  put  forward  suggestions  and  to  let
SESTP know what  they  need and what  they  want  to
further this.  The Partnership would like them to show
how they would develop this, how they can sustain it,
and how community involvement can be encouraged.
There are successful schemes running at St Andrews
University  and  West  Lothian  bike  ‘library.   Also,
Buckhaven has shown an interest in this scheme as part
of  a  Community  Regeneration  Project  which  also
includes  giving  young  people  opportunities  to  benefit
from potential cycling-related business opportunities.
Another  new  scheme  is  the  development  of  the
‘Intermodo’  concept  which  links  e-bikes  to  other
transport  facilities such as trains and buses and even
sees future potential in an e-tricycle way to deliver small
goods in urban areas at minimal cost and zero pollution.
e-Cargo  Bikes  to  transport  fruit  and  a  scheme  to
transport  passengers  from  train  stations  to  nearby
hospitals are also ideas that are being discussed.   For
example  ‘Corgi  Bikes’  in  Glasgow  are  developing  a

project to transport food waste and biomass products in
this way.
The second stage of the overall project is to get at least
TWO projects up and running in each SESTP area and
a Borders area hub is needed – with an eventual 6 to 8
hubs envisaged.  Tweeddale Youth Action Group is just
one example of a group who are interested in using this
opportunity  to develop a Vocational  Training schemes
relating  to  e-Bikes.   ‘Bike  Punks’  in  Innerleithen  are
associated with this and have projects up and running to
get youngsters interested.
SESTP want to know of the Idea; the Infrastructure; the
Number  of  Bikes  needed  so  that  funds  can  then  be
released  and  cycle  training  for  children  over  14  and
adults (in conjunction with Cycle Awareness Scotland).
Finally, Mr Fisken gave a brief outline of the type of e-
Bike provision:
Bikes  currently  with  speeds  of  15mph  maximum;  a
variety  of  bike  styles;  Cycle  locks;  Replacements  of
mechanical  faults;  and  help  with  Insurance  and  safe
Storage.
Chairman thanked Mr Fisken for a most informative and
interesting talk.
Apologies and Notices.
Apologies  for  absence  received  from Cllr.  S.  Haslam
and  P.C. Burnside  
Police Report. 
PC Burnside sent a short report, covering the preceding
month.   Although there  were  no major  local  incidents
reported  to  the  Police,  he  did  stress  that  residents
should be aware that Bogus Workmen are still operating
locally. 
He also repeated recent warnings and advice regarding
Dog  Control,  Fraudulent  Telephone  Calls,  Personal
Safety and Home Security. 
He spoke of recent ‘Cyclist Aware’ meetings being held
in Edinburgh aiming to educate Motorists’ about safety
when  driving  near  cyclists.   There  have  been  ‘near



misses’  and accidents  locally  and the Police will  deal
severely  with  any  motorist  overtaking  too  close  to
cyclists or driving aggressively near to them.
Finally,  in  response  to  requests  for  information  about
whether  it  would be possible  to copy the Clovenfords
example  of  a  ‘No  Cold  Callers’  zone  throughout  the
village  to  protect  against  fraudulent  activities,  he  will
provide information to be distributed to all  Walkerburn
households  to  gauge  villagers’  feelings  about  this
matter.   There  will  also  be  local  initiatives  targeting
careless motorists.
Members of the public are reminded to remain vigilant
and contact Police by ‘phone on 101 if they have any
suspicions regarding person(s) or vehicles.
Please  e-mail  any  feedback  to:
christopher.burnside@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
Approval  of  the  Amended  Draft  Minutes  of  April
Meeting.  
Acceptance of these minutes was proposed by Mrs I.
Ogilvie-Wilson, seconded by Mr P. Waller - and passed
by members.
Matters Arising from the April Minutes.
a)  Mrs  Thornton  reported  that  she  had  spoken  to
Beltane Studios regarding payment for work refurbishing
the  War  memorial.   This  is  now  due  and  she  has
ascertained that it should be paid directly from the SBC
Legal Officer dealing with the Walkerburn Fund and not
paid  by  the  Community  Council  and  then  reclaimed.
This is now in hand.
b)  Jason  Hedley  has  apologised  for  the  delay  in
repainting the High Cottages road markings.  This will
be  done  as  soon  as  the  current  backlog  of  work  is
completed.
c) Mrs Thornton reported that  the ‘Disabled’  markings
which are no longer needed have been erased to allow
for alternative parking.
d)  Further  to  the  ongoing  discussions  about  the
problems of Dog Mess, members suggested that SBC
be asked whether they could provide free disposal bags
to be located adjoining the worst areas.
April to May 2018 Correspondence List 
(All emails were circulated to members)
2018 Election
Mrs  Thornton  reported  that  Emma  Guy  had  been
proposed  as  a  new  member  to  join  the  Community
Council  after  the  June  AGM.   Dr  Henderson,   Mr
McVean and Mr Thornton have agreed to stay on as
members.  No  other  names  were  forthcoming  and  a
Returning Officer will not be required.  
Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson will  stand down and has agreed to
be a co-opted member instead.
Reports by Members.
a) Mr Waller mentioned that the potholes in Tweedholm
Avenue  were  becoming  worse  and  need  urgent
attention.   Councillors  pointed  out  that  there  was  a
‘Pothole’ action line (see Burning Issues article) and that
the more people there were who complained, the more
that would be done to deal with the problem.  They also
reiterated  previous  statements  that  Caberston  Road
was on the list of streets to be completely resurfaced.
b)  Mrs  Thornton  mentioned  that  PC Burnside  will  be
providing  more  details  concerning  ‘No  Cold  Calling
Area’ notices and arrangements - if that was requested
in the village.

c) Mr McVean pointed out that the Development Trust
was arranging to have beds of crocuses on the waste
ground  below  Tweedbank  Court.   Residents  had
showed interest in this project.
d)  Ms  Daykin  reported  that  the  chairman  of  the
Walkerburn Community Development Trust had asked
her  to  let  residents  know  that,  after  rejection  of  the
proposal to plant trees in Jubilee Park and complaints
about a lack of grass cutting, the money has been spent
on a new mower.  
She  also  mentioned  that  there  had  been  complaints
about  the  children’s  play  park  in  Alexandra  Park  and
asked  that  residents  try  to  be  more  involved  in
supervising and tidying this excellent amenity. 
She  expressed  dismay  that  so  many  villagers  were
apathetic  when  and  where  help  was  needed  and
expected  the  Community  Development  Trust  to  do
everything  for  them.   She  pointed  out  that  the
Development  Trust  facilitate  improvements  and  help
with funding requests. 
Reports by SBC Councillors.
a)   Councillor  Bell  mentioned  that  there  has  been  a
change of SBC policy relating to grass cutting.  Grass
cutting  periods  will  be  extended  in  most  areas.   The
Council  also plans to introduce permanent plant cover
and increase wild flower growing.  He will  monitor the
situation and make representations when necessary.
He drew attention to the fact that rumours about Eshiels
recycling  closing  earlier  at  4pm  were  incorrect,  but
changes are due to be introduced in October.
He also raised concerns about  the introduction of  the
new Universal Credit scheme for paying benefits.  This
will replace various other credits for working age people
on  low  incomes.   This  will  affect  some  300  Borders
families  and  there  will  be  potential  problems  with  the
stated aim of having most of this dealt with on-line – a
facility  that  may  be  denied  or  unavailable  to  several
people.  A provisional booklet has been produced and
there  will  be  more  complete  information  available
shortly.  He will ask Murray Lees at SBC to liaise with
WDCC Secretary  to  assist  in  disseminating  accurate
details as they become known.  This should allay fears
and provide an answer to misunderstandings.
Finally, the long standing problem of the damaged wall
and pavement in Galashiels is still being dealt with by
Scottish Water as they attempt to deal with the problem
of  accurately  plotting  the  system of  water  mains  and
sewage pipes prior to rebuilding works commencing.
b)   Councillor  Tatler  confirmed that  the person in  the
Legal  Department  who  will  deal  with  the  Beltane
payment is Kirsty Robb.
He reminded community councillors that the May Area
Partnership Meeting will be held at Innerleithen School.
Ms Daykin will attend on behalf of WDCC.
 He also drew attention to the fact that there is an Anti-
Social  Behaviour  Committee  who  can  give  help  and
advice in dealing with anti-social problems.  He pointed
out that he is a member of the local Community Action
team.
In reply  to a request  for  more yellow lines to combat
obstructive parking, he pointed out that he is member of
the local Parking Issues Survey Group and will see that
Walkerburn complaints are put forward.

mailto:-christopher.burnside@Scotland.pnn.police.uk


He also drew attention to the fact that there is now a
new  South  of  Scotland  Economic  Organisation  that
encompasses the Borders region and the Dumfries and
Galloway region to promote economic development.  He
will  be  attending  forthcoming  formal  discussion
meetings and will report back on developments. 
c)  Councillor  Haslam  apologised  for  being  unable  to
attend but drew attention to an action point from the last
meeting  to  get  some reflective  signs  put  on  the  new
stonework bridge at Holylee.  She confirmed that this is
going ahead and will be done at some point.  She will be

monitoring this and will pursue the matter if there is any
undue delay.
Any Other Business.  
Chairman  pointed  out  that  help  was  needed  at  the
Walkerburn 7’s and asked members if they could assist.
Date of the Next WDCC Meeting.  
The next meeting will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 20th
June.
Chairman’s Closing Remarks.  
Chairman thanked everyone who attended.

Walkerburn Community Website
If you want to know “What’s On” at the

village hall, who to contact about a
particular local group, or want a number

for a local tradesman, the community
website is the place to go.

If your group is not on the local contacts
list, please send details to
mail@walkerburn.com. 

Note:  If you want to advertise an event
in the village you don’t have to wait for

the next issue of Burning Issues, but can
send information direct to

mail@walkerburn.com for posting onto
the “what’s on” page.

Tweeddale Thrift Shop 
15 High Street, Innerleithen 

*  Could you be a volunteer? 
*  Looking for something to do in your spare time? 

*  Want to meet and work with new people? 
*  Learn new skills? 

*  Support your community?  
• Do you know our sales support your community transport?

Come in to find out more or call us on 01896 831427. Training provided

COMMUNITY FRIDGE AT COOP INNERLEITHEN
‘YOU CAN COOK’ has been working in this community since April 2017 to support gardening and cooking related

activities. 
Our efforts are aimed to reduce our individual carbon footprints by reducing waste reaching landfill.

That is why we have teamed up with the Coop Innerleithen to launch a community fridge/freezer inside the store,
which will hold items from the store that have past their best before date but which are still usable.  In the past

these items would be sent to landfill.
Customers of the Coop are invited to look in the fridge and freezer and take something they can make use of.

We are also running a FREE 2-hour ‘Kitchen Canny’ session to support you at home to reduce waste.
Get in touch to register interest.

Contact Alex on 07722 808830 or alex@youcancook.org.uk

No Cold Calling Query
Many of our Walkerburn residents may have noticed the ‘No Cold Callers’ signs in Clovenfords and some other

villages.
It was mentioned to Community Councillors that, in view of numerous unwelcome incidents involving cold callers,
this might also be welcome in Walkerburn.  Police advice has been to consult everyone in the village first to ask

whether this is felt to be a good idea for Walkerburn.  During the Summer months, a fact sheet and questionnaire
will be given to everyone in the village and, if the majority of people agree, the Community Council will pursue the

matter further.  
We are asking everyone in advance to think carefully about this and to respond to the questionnaire when they

receive it.

mailto:mail@walkerburn.com
mailto:mail@walkerburn.com


WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL: JUNE/JULY
Date Event Time

June
Sunday 17th Church Service 10.00am
Wednesday 20th Community Council AGM and Monthly Meeting 7.00pm
Sunday 24th Kirkin Service for Walkerburn Summer Festival 10.30am
Monday 25th Festival Concert
Thursday 28th Festival Lass’s Party

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN WALKERBURN VILLAGE HALL
Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 – 9.00pm
Mondays MindfulYoga (not on Monday 25th) 7.00 – 8.45pm
Wednesdays Tai Chi 10.15 – 11.45am
Thursdays Youth Club 6.30-8.30pm

Anyone interested in booking the hall, please contact Win Pennel on 01896 870236 
Note:  Hall Rental charge for up to three hours use is £18

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Electricity 

SBNetworks 0800-0929290
Gas 0800-111999

Scottish Water 0800-0778778
www.scottishwater.co.uk
Floodline 0845-9881188
www.sepa.org.uk/flooding 

Childline 088-1111
Samaritans phone or text 116123

www.samaritans.org.uk

NHS 24 
111 or 0845-242424

www.nhs24.com 
St Ronans Health Centre 01896-830203

Police non-emergency 101 
Police emergency 999

Pollution Report Line 0800-807060
Scottish Borders Council 0300-1001800

SB Alert 
www.sbalert.co.uk

MD MOWERS
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair”

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business
Mob: 07517-154 868

e-mail: mjdee1982@gmail.com

Contact BURNing Issues at walkerburnnews@hotmail.com

mailto:mjdee1982@gmail.com
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